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PREFACE

We lknew we were going to get ashore in Normandy. The question was could we
etay there against German counter attack.

But the name of the game in Normandy was Cherbourg. We invaided the Cotentin
Peninsula via the Bay of the Ssine to isolate and capture this deep water port.
We had to depend on the artificial ports, errected at the beaches, (after being built
in England and towed across the English Channel) until we captured, cleared and operated
Cherbourg. 4

The worst storm in forty years struck Normandy on 19 June. It destroyed the
artificial port at Omaha Beach. Hundreds of landing craft and dozens of large ships
were also wrecked. Landing of men, equipment, amunition and supplies over the beaches
stopped for about four days. This emphasized that we had to capture Cherbourg in a
hurry. We could no longer depend only on the beaches to sustain the invasion.

German troops fiercely resisted the advance of U.S. Army 7th Corps, which was
designated to capture Cherbourg, while the German navy destroyed and blocked the port.

The capture of the port was made more difficult when the German general and
German admiral surrendered only themselves and their staffs at their headquarters,

vhich was in a cave at the foot of the hill on top of which Fort Du Roule was located

(on the southern edge of the city). Llarge pockets of resistance and several forts
continued fighting in the western half of the port, especially in the arsenal area,

vhich had been previously designated to be under.tMe control of the US Navy even

before we left England. This is vhy my Task Unit had to clean out the last resistance

in the arsenal area.

Military records reflect that Cherbourg was captured on 26 June. However, the
last fort in the middle of the harbor did not surrender until 29 June, This is
verified by the dispatch I gent on 29 June to the Navy chain of command.

My command, U.S, Navy Task Unit 127.2.8, was allowed only fifty-two men on the

initial 1lift over Beach Utah. Our objective was Cherbourg. We had twenty-five percent



casualties. Three men were killed and ten wounded. Four of the wounded were sent
back to England immediately. One of the officers killed in the arsenal area left a
™= wife and five children. The other officer killed left a three month old baby he had

never seen. The enlisted man killed left a widowed mother. One of the wounded officers

had a bullet go through his cheek but it did not break into the bucoal cavity.

- I have written a report reflecting my activities in 1943-194) while in England
and France.

- I have given two copies of this report entitled "Little EKnown Facts of a Well

Known War”" to the Caroline County Library. This allows a perusal of the history of
™ U.S. Navy Task Unit 127.2.8 from the day it started training in Scotland in April 1944

until it entered LeHavre with the First Canadian Army in September 1944. Copies of

- nw’secret dispatches and orders are in the report for persons interested in details.
After forty years, our thoughts should be not only of memories but also the
M
sacrifices made by the dead and the living. Proud of our victories we should always
- remember the bitterness and sorrow their cost.
As for Task Unit 127.2.8 we held a memorial service in July 194} in the Church
at St. Mere Eglise in memory of our dead and to express our thanks for those that were
- privileged to survive.
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WALSH'S UNIT — NORMANDY

INVASION OF NORMANDY — 6 JUNE 1944

OPERATION OVERLORD — PHASE NEPTUNE
CHAIN OF COMMAND

ADMIRAL RAMSEY, RN

WESTERN NAVAL TASK FORCE EASTERN NAVAL TASK FORCE
ADMIRAL KIRK, USN ADMIRAL VIAN, RN
TF 122

BEACH BEACH BEACH

GOLD JUNO SWORD
ASSAULT FORCE “0” | | ASSAULT FORCE “U”
OMAHA BEACH UTAH BEACH
ADMIRAL HALL, USN ADMIRAL MOON, USN| — — = = "|
TF 124 TF 125 :

GENERAL COLLINS
7th CORPS, USA

LT. COMDR. WALSH, USCG
USN TU 127.2.8

Attack Transport USS Bayfield, flagship of Force “U”, was manned by Coast Guard. Under command
of Captain Lyndon Spencer, USCG, landed the First Wave on Beach Utah at 0630 June 6, 1944, led by
General Theodore Roosevelt, Deputy Commander of the 4th Division, USA.

TU 127.2.8 was under Force “U” until landing over Beach Utah; then came under 7th Corps.

After Cherbourg was captured TU 127.2.8 was under Admiral John Wilkes, USN, Commander Navy
Bases, France (also known as “Flag West”).
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Commander Quentin R. Walsh, USCG was the Senior United States
Navy Officer in Cherbourg France from 26 Juns to 29 June 1944,
Hiz Place de la Republigue headguarterz i= marked by an "X"
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Diploma of Citizen of Honor of Utah Beach
Awarded to Quentin R. Walsh
In testimony of warm friendship and gratitude,
from The Inhabitants of Sainte-Marie du-Mont Utah Beach
The Mayor Sainte Marie du Mont
Michel de Vallavielle
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_L Cherbomg to Capt.”A.: C
: guard officer.in  London ‘and ,fo _‘
mer]y basketball coach’ at’ the Goast Guard academy,’ after '
{ ‘he led a small, nayal reconnaisance party from: ‘the. water' "i
"side’ of Cherbourg before its’ capture, Commander Walsh {

.’mth .a Seabee: lieutenant: caused the surrénder ‘of "three. ;. I

. forts at’ Cherbourg,* captulmg 400 Nazis and releasmg 50,:
ﬂAmeucan .paratroopers. ' He is now operatlons officer "dt:>

;»Cherbourg Captain Richfnond was basketba]l coach at ‘f;he»1
atcadr;arm,r in 1926-27-28. .. .1 1= I,




After forty-eight years we have another D«D Anniversary. Time

has not dimmed our memory of the biggest amphibious operation in
history and one of the decisive battles of the world. I recall
the deeds of bravery and heroism while remembering the sacrifices
made by the living and the dead. Proud of our victories, we
should always remember the bitterness and sorrow that they cost.

In September 1943 I was ordered to the Planning and Logistic
Saction on the staff of Admiral Stark, Commander of U.S5. Naval
Forces in Europe with headgquarters in Grosvenor Square, London,

England. .

Here I was privileged to participate in the planning of the
Normandy invasion - Code name - "Operation Overlord; Phase Nap-
tune.”

We had some little known facts that made the invasion suc-
cassful.

They waere Ultra, "Fortitude”, the weather, the poem Chanson
d'Automne by Paul Verlaine, and the "Transportation Plan".

Ultra - This was the code name assigned to the achievement
of breaking the German military code by the British. Very few
people knew this secret. The fact that the Garman code had been
broken was not divulged to the public until 1957,

"Fortitude”™ - This was the cover and deceptive operation to
conceal the secretz of Operation Overlord, Phasze Neptune. We
built a base near Dover, England on the English Channel opposite
Pas de Calaisse, where we put rubber boats, rubber planes, and
troops, in addition to heavy radio traffic in the area, to make
the Germans think we were going to invade the Pas de Calaise area
instead of Normandy. General Patton appeared in the area to add
to the deception.

This plan was most successful. The Germans thought Normandy
was a feint. They kept troops in the Pas de Calaise area for
about six weeks after D=-Day, during which time German reinforce-
ments were badly needed in Normandy.



The Weather = Ultra allowed us to read the German weather
reports in addition to our owne. This allowed us to predict sev~
enty~two hours of clear weather in Normandy on 6 June. The Ger-
man weather reports, being limited in scope, predicted bad
weather and decided our invasion could not take place the first
week of June. They cancelled E-Boat patrols and air reconnais=-
gsance. General Rommel went to Germany. The generals in command
of troops in Normandy were directed to a war game study in
Rennes, about eighty miles from the beaches.

During the planning we knew we had to invade Normandy in
June and not later than about the middle of July bacause of the
inclement weather that prevails in the English Channal the rest

of the year.

Paul Verlaine's Poem - Chanson d'Automne, played an impor-
tant part in the invasion. The first couplet of the poem, "The
long sobbings of the violins of autumn”, the alert messaga, was
broadcast several times by the British on June 1, 1944 to the
French underground as an intelligence message that the invasion
of Normandy was imminent. German intelligence was aware this
message was a warning of possible military action by the allies.,
However, this couplet had been broadcast several times in May
1944 and each time the Germans alerted their forces, but nothing
happened. As a result, they took no action on June 1. Howevar,
the action message, the saecond couplet of Chanson d'Antomne
»wound my heart with monotonous languor” had never been broadcast
before. It was intercepted by the Germans on June 5, after re-
peated transmissions. But the Germans in the Cotentin Peninsula,
Normandy, where we landed on D-Day, took no action even though
they alerted their forces around Pas de Calaise. Why they failed
to alert the Cotentin remains a mystery to this day. It changed

the course of history.

The Transportation Plan - This was used to bomb railroads,
rail junctions, roads, bridges, and key towns and cities weeks
before the invasion. We know it was successful. It prevented
the Germans from expeditiously bringing up reinforcements to the
beaches from the interior of Normandy, and Brittany, after our

initial landings.

It also killed thousands of French civilians.

General Eisenhower had two groups of three days each to
decide the invasion date. They were 5,6,7 June and 18,19,20

Juna.



We had to have moonlight for the paratroopers to identify
their targets. -

We had to have darkness for the initial landing forces to
approach Normandy.

We had to have daylight for the actual landing on the beach-
3.

The rise and fall of the tide was about 22 fest.
Daylight came about 4:00 A.M.; sunrise about 5:00 A.M.

The Navy wanted to land at low water 3o we could clear mines
and obstacles on the beaches.

The Army wanted to land at high water 3o troops would not be
too long exposaed to enemy fire on the beaches.

As I recall, we compromised.

We planned to land about three hours after low tide and
about one hour after sunrise.

And how lucky we waere that General Eisenhower selected
6 June. If he had not decided on this date we would have had to
wait two weeks to get the same conditions again az for 6 June.
This would have put the invasion date on June 20. On 19 to 24
June we had the worst storm in Normandy in 40 years. It would
have been a disaster.

The planning for Normandy was completed about tha end of
January 1944.

I was ordered to the big U.5. Navy Base at Roseneath, Scot-
land to organize, train and command a U.S. Navy reconnaissance
unit that was to entaer captured Normandy ports with the Army in
order to determine the condition of the port, to find the mine
fields, and establish a Navy Headquarters. My Task Unit was des-
ignated 127.2.8 and landed on Beach Utah attached to the 7th
Corpa, USA. ©Subsagquently it was in action in Normandy and Brit-

tany.

I have enclosed a Chain of Command diagram which reflscts
"Oparation Overlord = Phase Neptune” on 6 June 1944.

During the planning stage I was cleared by British and the
American Intelligence. This made me a Bigot which allowed me
access to the details of Operation Overlord, Phase Neptune. This
required fregquent meetings at Norfolk House, St. James Squarse,
whoere Cossac and later Shaef was located.



General S8ir Frederick Morgan, one of the British planners
for Neptune stated the invasion was to be a close run thing, a
damned close run thing =-=-the clogest run thing you will ever see

in your life.

And it was!

Quentin R. Walsh
Captain USCG (Rat)
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United States Navy Task Unit 127.2.8

In October 1943 I was assignad to the Plamning and Logistic Section on the Staff of
Admirzl Stark, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe at U.S. Navy Headquarters, Crosvenor
Square, London, England.

Later, I was Chief Staff Officer to Commander Advanced Bases.

Subsequently, T was designated Communding Officer of U.S. Navy Task Unit 127.2.8 for
the invesion of Normandy.

T was awarded the Navy Cross by the Secretary of the Navy for the successful accomplish-
ments of the Unit at Cherbourg.

The history of this Tusk Unit is from the date it was formed in Scotland, April 194k,
until its final assignment to enter LeHavre, FPrance in September 19LL.

attached to the 7th Corps, U.S. Army, it landed over Beach Utah and fought at Cherbourg
with the 79th Division, U.S. Army.

I planned, organized, trained and commanded this force, which was the first U,.S. Navy
outfit to enter Cherbourg.

The name of the game in Normandy was to isolate, capture and operate Cherbourg to pro-
vide logistic support for our combat forces in Normandy which had landed over the beaches,

A perusal of this history reflects the successful achievement of all missions assmjgned

by the U.S, Navy and U.S. Army.

o

-

T
Captain Quentin R, Walsh
U.S. Coast Cuard Retired



My Three Important Contridbutions to the Invasion of Hormandy,

1. US Navy Task Unit 127.2.8

2, Capture of German Mine Fields, Cherbourg

3. Capture of Fort DuHomet
1. US Navy Task Unit 127.2,8

In order to determine the condition of the captured ports in Normandy after ths inws
sion, I conceived the idea the US Navy should send in its own reconnaissance party
from shore side attached to the Army unit ocapturing the port. This would ensure
an on-sight inspection to be made with subsequent reports to be made via the Navy
Chain of Command so plans could be made for olearance and operation of the port. Capt.
Norman Ives approved my recommendation and forwarded i1t via the chain of command. It
vag approved. Lt. Bannister was assigned initially to command the unit. Subsequently,
Ives thought I should command it because I was familiar with the details of Cherbourg
and realized what the Navy had to do in the port to ensure logiatic support for the
US Ammy on the Cotentin Peninsula of Normandy. Accordingly, I planned, organized,
trained and commanded US Navy Task Unit 127.2.8.
2, German Mine Flelds, Cherbourg Harbor

We plotted about ninety-eight minesin the harbor. Information on their location
waa obtained from German prisoners, slave laborers, u:d Free French., I did ths plottin
Lt. Bobert Herman and Lt. George laVallee did the ptomgating. The chart showing the
location of the mines was then sailed out to the British mins sweeps off the port. The
4mall sailboat was used by Baannistey and LaVallee becausq of $he types of mines notsd.

This method of delivery was usedj gthervise we would have hed $o send the information
back to the beaches and then by boat to the mine sweepers to ensure delivery.

We saved anywhere from a day or two by the direct delivery to the mine sweepers.
3. The Capture of Fort duHomet

I negotiated the surrender of the fort in the interest of saving time. I ocould ha
notified the troops in Cherbourg that the fort was still holding out but this would

have conmumed precious hours end we wanted to get the harbor clearsd and opened.
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The German officer in command wanted safe conduct granted to him and his troops to
the nearest German lines. I brushed this aside; told him it was unconditioned sur-
render or we would arrangs for the Army Units in Cherbourg to attack the fort.

(As a matter of information, Fort duomet was not the last fort in Cherbourg to
surrender. Fort Central, located on the Digue in the center of the harbor did not

surrender until 28 June 1944 and then only after it had been shelled and bombed for
about two days.)
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A Unique Assignment

As a follow-up on the Admiral Chalker Mission to England, Commander A. C.
Richmond (later Commandant) was designated by Admiral Waesche to head-up a group of
Coast Guard officers to establish Coast Guard Hearing Units in England to handle
problems concerning U.S. ships and persommnel in U.K. ports. I was one of four of-

ficers selected for this assignment by Richmond.,

I was assigned to Gourack, Scotland on the River Clyde, serving there from
about July 7, 1943 to the middle of September when I was ordered to the Planning and
Logistics Section on the Staff of Commander U.S. Naval Forces, Europe, in London, to
satisfy the request of Admiral Stark who had asked Richmond to assign a Coast Guard
officer to his staff to deal with matters relative to the future ports to be captured
on the Continent during the invasion. These were known as "Advanced Bases." I re-
ported to Admiral Patrick Flanigan, Chief of Staff to Stark, then posted under Captain
Neils Districh (la.ter Admiral Detrich, USN) who headed-up the Planning and Logistics
Section. Captain Norman Ives, USN, was designated "Commander Advanced Bases” (ports
contemplated for capture after the invasion). I was Ives’ Chief Staff Officer respon-
sible for formulating plans for the clearance, occupation and operation of the captured
French ports. ‘

I vas given the highest security clearance which was "BIGOT A" for operation
Overlord, Phase Neptune. This was a special procedure instituted for the security
protection of documents and discussions that revealed the time and place of the in-
vasion. Only bigots could see documents or attend conferences dealing with Operation
Overlord Plan.

The Planmning and Logistics Section was charged with establishing U.S. Navy Bases in
England and Scotland, preparing the training facilities to be employed by the Navy and

making plans to support the naval operating plans for the invasion.
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I wvas assigned to various projeots whioch insluded Mulderry A (U.8. artificial port)
Pluto (pipe line under the ocean), the oxrganisation of far side ports; the divisiom of
responsidbility between our irmy and Navy in far side ports, and the determination of
the cargo ocspaoity of ports in Northwest Burcpe. This required a study of all ports
from Bordesux te Holland.

Yhile asaigned as Chief Btaff Officexr to Commander Advanced Bases, I wrote the
plan for the ocoupation, olearance and opexetion of Chexrdourg. This inoluded the
details of operation and protection of the poxrt against limpet mines. This plan wvas
cempleted adout Fedruary 194h. It was later modified for employment at LeHEavre and
other captured ports.

I cenceived the idea of btringing U.8. Nevy units from the United States and
putting them at Base 2, Boetland, to satiafy the possidility of Plan "Bankin Case O"
and also tecperate the French ports when captured. Namy vanted $o0 move coatigents
already epersting bases and pexrferming varicus duties in England over to the captured
pexrts in Normandy as the opexratien demanded. I was against this idea becsuse we would
have had to0 use the dases in England te keep the invasion geing, rapid transportation
might pose prodlems and fail altogether, and the units might de lost exxoute. Ives
and Admiral Flanigsn approved the ides over much opposition. Accordingly, the Drew
Units consisting of approximately 1,200 men vexe drought over from the U.S. in Jamuaxy
194k and sent to Base 2, mmrummmmuuuummw
if required. |

Ceamandexr A. L. Stanford, Li.Col. S8cott and I wvexre ameng a small group of U.8.
ATy apd Navy officers assigned to deteramine initially the cargo capacity of Mulbexty A.
I% was ossential that at least 8,000 tons of cargo per day be landed in Normandy. This
study lasted several days. It was detexmined the cargo capacity of Mulberry A was
foazible. A writien report confirmsd our conclusions. At the time of making this
sindy, all officers had 30 sign a ledgexr of 3heir participation. As a result,
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as a seourity measure, no one inforsed on Muldbexrry A could leave the area of Scotland
or England until after the invasion. After the assigment of Captain Clark to take
command of the Mulbexxy A project, I no longsr vas involved with it.

Another of ny sssignments was laying eut the anchorages and dexrths in Cherbeurg
barbor. It wes determined that at least twelve large cargo ships had to be ascomodated
simltanecusly in Cherbourg to support the operation. Results were sucocessful, Chsxrbourg
sventually handled moxe cargo while deing operated by our Navy than it ever did befove.

I finished writing the plen for Cherbourg in Jsnuary 194k4. IS was approved dy Rhe
chain of ocmmand by April 19kkhk. I also wrote the plans for Lellavre, Brest, Quiberon
Bay, St.Malo, and Granville; also, the billst structure and plan for training the Nevy
recomnaissanoce unit for Chexrbourg.

The purpose of invading the Cotentin Peninsula, Nermandy, wvas to isolate and
capture Cherdourg. VWe had to have a deep water port for men and supplies to sustain
the invaaion forces after the initial iandings over the beaches. There vas never any
ambd$ expressed adeut getting ashore on D-day. The prodlem wvas to throw dack the
Gexman counter attacks,expected anywhere frem a week to three weeks, vhile we were
capturing and clearing Cherbourg and then preparing to dreak out of the Cotentin
Peninsula, i

The jowel of the game was Chexbourg. We had to capture the port, overcoms axy
damages inflivted by the Gexrmans, and get i3 imto oymting ocondition.

As I vecall, the initial plans called for ihe capture of Chexbourg on D+ dut
these had to Do modified as I shall relate sudsequently.

e U.3.5avy wvas to be responsidle for olearing and operating Chexdourg. IThis
required eur Navy to odbdain the saxliest information on the condition of the barber,
the loocstion of mine fields, block ships, ete.

In oxdex Zox our Navy to get the necessary information as soon as posaible on
the condition of the paxt, I oonceived the idea that our Navy should have its ovn re-
connaissance party enter Chordourg with th. U.S.Axmy forces designated to oapture it.
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This idea vas approved by cur Navy chain of command, Lt. Roger Buxnister, UBNR,

vas designated %o command the unit, Accordingly, he was oxrdexed to start training
wvith the Royal Narine Commandos about Jamuary 194k in anticipation of oarrying out his
duties, Novever, abeut Maxch 194l;, Captain Noxrmen Ives thought I sheuld commend the
reconnaissance party dessuse I was well infermed on Cherbourg and realised what had
%o de dene as soom as possidble to satisfy the logistic demands which were to be made
on the pert. Ives recemmended that I cemmand the recommaissance party to Admirel
Join Vilkes and Admiral Alan Kizk. They appreved. I wvas then oxdered to duty under
USE Task Poxoe 122 (Kixk and Wilkes).

Prior to leaving Lendon, I reported o0 idmixal Flanigan and &iscussed with him
ny assigrment to the revaamsissance party. Ko requested I call om him for axmy as-
sistance I might need. I met also with Capimin Dietrich and Admiral John Wilkss,
vbo wvas to be in cosmand of all U.S.Naval foroes ashoxe in Normandy with his head-
quarters at Charbeurg. It must be understoed that idmizal Staxk hed ocsmand of the
U.S.8svy dases in England and Sootland and was reipensidle for legistioally supporting
the wnits under Adairal Kirk. It was soxrd of a gray area where their sutherity come
senoed and texminated dus everything seemed Y0 work in a satisfactery namner.

I arrived Base 2, Scotlsnd (Roseneaih) in Apxril 194k to cogsnise amd tzein ihe
Yeoonnaissance party.

I informed the Comsanding Gfficer of the base that I desived three nissen huts
for quarters, sbout fifty-five men, four motaréyoles, two 2 ten trucks, 9 jeeps, rifles,
pistols, dasoekas, hand grenades, and a commumication truck. I informed him I was
assigned a special mission oencerning the invasiom dut I oculd not give him any de-
$ails as o ny destinatiom ox objectives because bhe vas not "Rigoted.” He and his
exscutive officer locked at me as if I had ocme off the moon. They diplomatically
refused xy request unless they wexe infoxmed of the purpese of my request. Aocordingly,
I called Adwmival Flanigan in londom, I don'$ know vhat he told the Commanding Cffiocex,
but I received coopexation immediately; dut even then I had %o inzist oa nine brand nev
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fully equipped jeeps and trucks instead of a miscellanscus group thas had been
driven for manths with wvorn iires, 2o axes, and o jerry csns. Bventually I did
got evexryihing I needed.

Abcut 300 men, the majority from Drew Units, responded to ny request for
voluntesrs for & special mission. I vas informed Defore leaving Londen to keep
my perscansl and equipment $0 & minimm decause of 1ift restrictica. This is why only
55 men were seleoted. I seleoted Lt.Comender Jack Curley, s fermer Marine,as my €Xecu-
tive officer; also, Lt.George laVallee of French descent as my commmicatiens officer.
(This men subsequantly proved to be invaluable.,) OCurley, IaVallee and I seleoted the
remainder of the group from the 300 volunteers. All oconld drive jeeps snd trucks, All
had dasic training in the use of firearms. Some weres divers, bdomd disposal men, redio
opexators, and intelligence specialists. Many could $alk Fremoh. A fev spoke German.
All eventually proved capadle of doing any duty to which they were assigned in additien
1o their speoialties,

411 the men vere moved into the three nissen huts I hed requisitioned. The txain-
ing sohsduls was set from 0500 to 1000 daily, seven days per week. V¥We ran a mile and
had calisthenics defers bLreakfass. mmm‘m“m:tuntwm:ln
dsaling with bomd dispessl, boeby traps, recomnaissance duties, camcuflage, house to
house fighting, ets. ‘

Wi&umhubthomuwmndw.mtmtmlduu
essy by ccmparisen. Base 2 had Abe facilities used for the training of troops for
the Dieppe raid. The obstacle courses wers tough and demanding., A small village of
canvas and wood houses was near bty for house to house fighting tactios. Pistel,
rifle, basocka, and hand grenade ranges were availadle. They were all used.

I contacted the Third U.8. Army Nesadquarters. They sent Col. S8tribler, 28th
Division, 3xd Army, with adout S officers and 7 men to train the reccmnaissance party
in the military aspeot of recarmaissance, map reading, beuse $o house fighting, use
of dasockas, gas warfars, hand gitzados, rough and tumble fighting, We roally had



.

momblthtmwm'lmmmtuﬁ.unmm. The training wvas
oxrried out in the hills around Base 2 and Loch Lomend, The mep reading and tactical
problems performed at$ night in 1de driving rein leaves vivid memeries.

To ensure readiness, we divouscked at Loch Lomond three times. The first inspeo-
tien revealed about twenty per cent deficiencies. The secend was better. The thixd
was excellent. We wexe ready te go. This inocluded eur commmmiocation truck gear which
had four sntems masts sbeut forty fees high whem fully assembled.

Strange a9 it may appear, some of U.5.Navy units landed over the beaches withous
ntnintbirmm{nﬂuirmmm. Iater, at Cherbeurs,
mmmmmtmwummpmmmmmm.
Mhh&ﬂwbnﬂ&n&.%s.ﬂdmththﬂrhﬂ;&dntam
heist nor carbens for their signal lights, Our inspectisns a$ Looh Lomond yrevented
these dexreliotions,

On 23 May 194k my commend departed Base 2, Sostland. Ve arrived in the Southampten
area 25 May and were assigned $o divouss im Area 3 apyroximaiely six miles west of
Southampton, Locally it was known as Caap Cadnem.

hZGIvIWh;MW.M.W!&MW
from Admiral Jehn Wilkes and Admiral Noon. Admiral Moon was $0 contrel Beach Uiah.
Aduirel Vilkes was to be Flag West, Noxrmandy, Task Unit No. 127.2.8 was assigned
%0 xy command. .

Oa 28 May I reported to Genarsl lawton J, ‘Gollins, 7th Carps, Commander U.S.
Axmy. His objective was to sapture Cherbourg. I informed Collins that cxders from
the Navy directed me to0 land on D-Day over Beach Utah. Then I was to enter Chsrdeug
88 early as yessidle with the division capturing the port in oxder to determine the
damage, the loocation of mins fislds, and %0 establish a U.B.Navy Hsadquarters to ex-
pedite {he opening of the pors. vpmmtmm,mmmm;m:
mumm.ummm«nmmumutmamam
uuummmmummn-.!mmmm. Collins then astated
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that aore German divisiens had been depleyed recemily in Nexrmendy and instead of
oayturing Cherbourg abows De6, he 414 not plan e take it wntil bbout De20. Be
then revised my exders to land over Deach Utah on D42 to Doy oomtingent on the
prioxrity assigmed to my 1lify. He then oxdexed me t0 repors to Tth Cerps Neadquarters
vith ay command after leaving the Utah 3each arsa.

Es aleo direoted that my command carxy ne written exders nor operatienal plans,
noxr camexas. Ne war diary was 10 bde kept. In case of capture we wexe te give enly
name, rsnk, and serial mmber, Hswever, e¢ach man was sllewed to oarry a very detailed
2ep made eut of silk which had alveady been provided fer use in case of ocapture and
subsequent escape. This map could be folilsd inte a very saall packet and secreted
on the dedy. MNes$ of mg semmand ocarried their's inside their socks adjsoent to the
snkle. (I sm going to have this map frsmed and presented to the Aeademy Maseun,)

Genexal Cellins then asked mwe to explain the objective of 250 Reyul Marine Oem~
mndos vhich were attached 90 my command at the request of the Reyal Navy. I explained
they were under my administretive command Dut were to be undexr his eperational comitxol
after landing. (Refer to the Vills Meurice affair which follows.)

VWhile in oczmp near Seuthsmpton all wvehicles were wmtar provfed, supplies and
equipment again checked, Ve departed Camp Cadnam avea en L June for the mawshalling
srea nearer to the wvaterfrent. Here ocur vehicles vere impounded Ly persomnel in charge
while all persesnel jroceeded with equipment to temporary temt shelter surrounded by
barbed wire, Nessing fscilities, movies, s%ags plsys and olmrch sexrvices were provided
in tents. Cinnrch sexvices were conduoted axound the clook. It was my obdservation
thexe were ne atheists getiing realy fexr Nexmandy.

It vas in the marshalling arse that I bdriefed my commsand for the first time on
their mission and objectives. The maps of Normandy and Cherbowrg charts were opened
for the first time.
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In addition, I opened A rubber model of Cherbourg vhich was made so it could be
kept in e locked box about five feet long, four feet wide and thres inches thick., I
had this model made before I left London. It was carried to Base 2 and kept in s secure
place while there. This model proved invaluable for the briefing sessioms. Later on,
if I gaw a olnrch steeple or camal or railroad, I oriented myself immediately to my
location as & result of memorizing this wodel. It was 3lso inwvaluable to Commodo:e
Barton, Coumodore Sullivan, Admiral Wilkes, Captain Ives and Captain {uimby, when they
had to carry-out their duties.

(This model was in Wilkes' Headquarters when I left Cherbourg for St.Malo in
August 194Y. Its finsl disposition is urknown to me.)

While in the marshaling area, we shifted into wax icpregnated outer gsrmenta. Our
shoed, socks, Jackets, trouasrs, shirts, gloves, etc. were all waxed for defense against
possible gus attack., ‘o were ln these clothes until =fter the ocapture of Cherbourg. Ve
got soaking wet going over the beach, As a result, it was like welking around in a
steam bath 21l day when the weather wes quite warm but like walking around with your
oclothes full of ice at night. As I recall, all psrsommel that landed before D+0 carried
gas masks, During the planning sessicns in Iondon, they discussed the possibility of
seventy percent casualties if the Gexmans used gas.

About 2300 a.m, on 8 June, I w23 summonsed by loud speaker to pick-up my wnit's
departure orders. I walked into the building and who the h'ell vas sitting thare but
Captain John Petrosky, U.S. Army Alr Corps, froz'z; ;few London, Connecticut. We had played
baseball or; the same team at Bulkeley Bigh School., Aftar 2 few minmutes of reminiseing,
he handed me my 1ift orders and I was on my wey to Normandy.

We proceeded to the loading area, wvhere we were marshaled alongside the Liderty-
ship, James A, Yarrell, Then we mstered and each man was checked off by name and serial
number. Then ve boarded the ship with 250 Royal Marine Commandos, U.S. Paraztroopers with
field guns, a.nd an assortment of Army persormsl and equipment, There must have been at

least 500 men on the ship, We ate K-rations enroute,
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I look back nostalgically on that v6ll call and muster. The morale and esprit de
corps wes excellent. The Red Croes ladies gave us tons of doughnuts and gallons of
coffee. We Joked and talked as if we were going om & picnic. It never occurred to any
of us that some of us ﬁight not be coming back. Out of fifty-five men, two officers
did not come back, Ten men were wounded; four of the badly wounded were returned early
to England, Lt.Comdr. Jack Curley left a wife and five children. Lt. Blue left a wife
and three month old ochild which he had never seen,

Ve arrived off Beach Utah 9 June near St.Martin de Varreville and commenced the
off-loading immediately of vehicles and men. We were all ashore by June 10th, We had
trouble getting the vehicles ashore vie ICI's., The landing craft, which discherged
early on the beaches, caused deep holes in the sand when they reversed their engine to
back off. The ICI'as that came in later would ground out on the rim of these deep holes.
As a result, vehiclee proceeding off the ramp wers dumped in the deep hole. Several of
Jeeps and trucks drowned out, About halIf the men atayed with me on the beach to get the
drowned out jeeps ashore at low water. The rest proceeded inland to an area near St.
Marie du Mont.

Those of us who remained on Beach Utah got orders that. night to dig in and prepare
for German shelling and ocounter attack, perhaps by paratroopers. Curley and I took turms
sleeping in the same fox hole. It was very cold. We were soaking wet. The wax impreg-
nated clothing only added to the missery because it kept oﬁ:g under garments from drying
out. To the north the sky was illuminated by & blg conflagretion which ve learned later
was the burning town of Montebourg.

My men near St.Marie du Mont with the 250 Royal Commandos also dug in but were hit
with an air attack in this area, Anti-persommel bombs were dropped on them. The
Commandos suffered over one hundred oasualties. They had to get some replacements from
England. Four of my men were badly wounded. The pellets from the anti-personnel bombs
vent right through jeep rims as if made of butter. -
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The unit finally reassembled near St.Marie du Mont. Equipment and supplies were
checked. We had found and cammabalized some spare parts {rom jeeps fro:;a the wrecked
Army gliders which had suffered heavy ocasualties in landing.

I reported to Colonsl King, 7th Corps Headquarters, near St.Mere Eglise on 15 June.
Ho offered me every assistance available to carry-out my mission. (Col.King was later
killed near St.Mere Eglise,)

The 7th Corps at this time was composed of the Lth Division on the right flank; the
79th was in the center; the 9th Division was on the left. The 90th backed up line,

I informed Col. King that I would remein attached to 7th Corps while we approached
Cherboxg dut would join up with the first division to enter Cherbourg. He approved this
plan,

As a result, I frequently contacted the headquarters of the Lth, 9th and 79th while
we proceeded north towards Cherbourg via Montbourg and Valognes. This is when I egain
mwt General Theodore Rcossvelt, Deputy Commander of the Lth Divieion, whom I got to lmow
when I was navigator of the Joseph Dickman and he was a colonel in command of the 26th
infantry, 1st Division, during the Onslo Bay Maneuvers of June 19LL.

On 18 June the big storm hit the Cotentin Peninsula. The wind was of gale force,
The rain came down in torrents. The dirt roads, turned into dust by hundreds of vehicles,
turned to mud inches deep. The bocage comtry of Hormnd;, with its sunken roads and lanes,
was a helluva place to fight a war. |

The rains and wind would have made a saint unoomfortable, We had four men to a Joep,
which vere combat loaded at all times, which requived we ride with the tops and wind-
ghields down. Wire cutting hooks were on the front of each vehicle which cerried four
aand begs on the floor as protection against land mines. Each men carried a knapsack
wvith a blanket and e half of a puptent, with K-rations. He was equipped with a gas magk,
trench shovel, dagger, hand grenades, helmet, bandoleers and rifle. Moat of the officers
carried Thompsons sub-machine gun. Each had a .45 automatic. Most of the men carried
Garands. A few carried carbines., Each jeep carried a camouflage net, an axe, shovel,

Jerry can and spare tire with tools. Four men in a jeep with all their gear left little

room. We slept on the ground,wrapped in our blanket,cn the top of the tent half until it



rained. Some mon then pitched the puptenta. Most of us just tried to sleep in the
Jeep. During the big storm's heavy rain, the puptents were useless, The jeeps filled
with water because the sand bags on the floors prevented drainage., We had to bail them
out. As my British friends remarkad, "It was no bloody plonic." The two 2> ton trucks
and commmication txuck were kept to the rear., The trucks carried a complete change of
clothing and shoes for each man, but we never got to change olothes until after several
days in Cherbourg,

The storm showed the precarious situation we were in., We heard Mulberry A was
demolighed, that the becachen were piled high with wreckage. 7th Corps and the threo
division hesdquarters emphasized we had to capture Cherbourg in a hurry. They ran short
of ammmition. We were still around Mountebourg, ebout fifteen miles from the port. Dukws
were uged to forry ammunition directly from the deaches to the front line but originally
they were to have only about a five mile complets turmaround from the deaches,

On 22 June, I took a party of twentywone men north of Montebourg to a small hamlet

called Delasse to await the outcoms of a surrender ultimatum which General Collins had
delivered to Cherbourg. The Germans were 1o surrender at noon Juns 22nd. 'n;ey refused.
We were bivouaced in a small field near a stone farm house, a short distanco east of the
main road to Cherbourg. German shells were pasaing south over our heeds; Americen shells
vere going north into Cherbourg. While having breakfast on 23 June, American planes re-
peatedly straffed the area, which was full of German étmggléis. We scattered. I ren
alongside the house and threw myself to the grmm'd“ around the corner but slammed into
a dog house whare I found a hen's neat with about eight eggs. We had not seen a fresh
egg in months, After the planes left, we hard boiled the egga., Each man got 2 small
portion, It wes small dbut tasted good. That afternoon we dropped back to Mountebourg.
I reported to 7th Corps that American planes had straffed us well dehind the American
lines. They btrushed it off with the statemsnt that they rust have been German planes with
American markings.

Mountebourg had been destroyed by fire. The statue of Joan of Arc in the town square

appearsd a dusty red from the heat., Sometime in July, Capt. A. C. Richmond (later



Commandant of the Coast Guard) Senior Coast Guard Officer in Burope, paid a visit %o
Cherbourg. I took him to Montebourg where he was photographed with the Joan of Arc
statue as a beckground,

It was about 2 June that Richard M. Boucher, (209-09-94) SM 3/c, TSNR, ny jeep
driver, and Bdward Perry (815-01-U6) Y2/c, USNR, my yoeman, were driving with me to a
division headquarters in the area around Velogne when we came undexr enemy fire near
American infantry dug in along the road. We hit the ditch with them, In talking to
a major, I learmed that they crossed the channel on the Cosst Guard mormed Jeseph
Dickman., They knew Commander Bermard Scalan, who was on the Dickman. They were high
in their praises for the treatment they received while aboard that shin. (It's a small
world. )

It was about 25 June that I conferred with General Theodore Roosevelt, Deputy
Commander of the Lth Division. Chexrbourg is in a depression formed by Cape dec 1la
Hague as a western horn and Cape Barfleur as the cagtern horn. General Roosevelt con-
cluded the 79th Division would emter Cherbourg while the L4th Division cleared the re-
sistance in the eastern horn, while the 9th Divieion did the eame to the west. With this
information, I took Lieut. George LaValee (235690) USNR and fonur men and reconnoitered
well into the 79th Division area, going almost to Fort du Roule. LeValee was interested
in looabing his communication truck to establish commmnication with the bsaches,

At 0600 26 June, Perry, Boucher and I approached Cherbours via Rt.13 but found it
blocked by shell holes and debris. We cut east -of the main road and proceaded via open
fields to Fort du Roule., This heavily fortified strong point had just been captured by
one company of American infantry, When we arrived, the Company Commander had Jnat been
killed by a stray bullet in the throat., The officers and men were disconsolate, They
insisted I have a drink with them in one of the strong points which had been sct-np as
& command post., It did not take much arm twisting. I enjoyed that slng of whiskey.

While at this command post, I leurnad that Company G, 31hkth Infantry, 79th Divieion
was departing shortly to carry rifle grenades to a platoon which had been stopped by the
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Germans near Gare Maritime, Perry, Boucher and I moved out with Company G to the east
of DuRoule to follow a country lane which brought ue dback to the bottom of the hill on
which the strong point was located. German eighty-eights were firing into Cherbourg from
caves made in the hill on which Fort du Roule stood even though satchel charges were being
lowered from the top to blow off the muzzlea. The country lane led into Rue de Paris
which was the main road out of Cherbourg to the south.

While traversing the country lane, we witnessed German prisonexs removing their own
dead, It was tvo men to a body, one on each foot., If the dead man fell on his beck,
he was dragged off on his back, If he fell face-down, he was dragged off face-down., I
vondered at the time what the vaunted Wehrmacht would have thought about this,

It was about 1100 when we turned right on Rue de Paris to proceed towards the water-
front, This 1s where the street fighting took place until about 8:00 p.m. that night.
The railroad yard to the left was an inferno of combat. The machine guns never stopped.
American jeeps with red croes markings wers going in both directions. Those to the south
generally had a wounded man beside the driver while one stretcher case was across the hood
and another one athwart up behind the driver., Dead and wounded from both sides littered
the streets. German machine guns were zeroed-in on the interseotion of Rue de Paris and
the canal bridges which led to the west and main part of the city. German machine guns
were placed at sidewalk level in the bascments of the buildings fronting on the street.
We would capture the vpper part of the structure but the Ge::a.ms had to be dug out of the
besements. In the meantime, the Germen guns in''the hill under Fort du Roule, which had not
been silenced by the satchel charges, fired into the rear of the American troops.

I heard after Cherbourg was captured, the Germans had about 50,000 men in the port
and we had about 3,000 killed and 15,000 wounded taking the place.

Perry, Boucher, and I were the first U.S, Navy personnel to enter Cherbourg. We
reached thellazing wrecked waterfront in the eastern section of the port about 1700

26 Juns 194k. The rest of my command was now near Fort du Roule.
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On the evening of 26 June, I sent the following message via our commmunication
center wvhich Lt. IaValee had set-up in the commmioasion truck, just soutof Port du Roule,
This gave us contaot with the beaches.

CILASS SECHET
FROM; CTU 127.2.8
703 CTF122CTF127CTUL27.2.1

TNFO: CO MMAVEU ANCX? PREC OPERATIONAL PPP
D/T 262200

QUAI NORMADIE QUE FRANCE COMPLETELY DEMOLISHED WITH HEAVY DEBRISXORIGINATOR
USE RECONNAISSANCE PARTY X WEST SIDE GARE MARITIME CONDITIOR FAIR X BOOCKEHIPS
AT ENTRANCE TO DARSE ATLANTIQUE AND AVANT PORT DECOMMERCEXARSENAL BURNING
OBSERVATION INDICATES SEVERE DAMAGEX NOUVELL PLACE PARTLY BLOCKED BUT UBABLEX
FBCONNATSEANCE RESTHICYTED 7O RASPNRN EALF P PORT BY SNIPING AND MACHIRE GUN
FIRE
70D
DELVO BY NOIC UTAR JUNE 27 .
The above indicates that we held the eastern part of the port on 26 June while the
Gormans held the western seotion, .
My vhole command was in Cherbourg by 2000 26 June, We bivouaced in & house at the foo!
of Bus do Paris on the vaterfront. About aidnight, I vas avakened by the cballenge of
a sentry outside my window, followed by angxy voices. Investigation revealed twe Ameriocan
soldiers had intercepted a German soldier dressed in civilian clothes, He carried about
a half bushel of women's silk stockings in a sack on his back. He was armed with several
inives inside his clothing hanging from his neck by thongs. German naval docunments found
on his person established his identification. Angry because of the severe casualties
suffered that day, the two American soldiers and some of my men wvanted to shoot him om
the spot. However, I passed the prisoner to the oustody of my offiocer in charge of
the guard for safe keeping until he oould de turmed over to the military police at day-

light,
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General VonSchlienben, Commander at Chexrbourg, and Admiral Hemmecks, Naval
Commander, surrendered themselves and their staff om 26 June. They refused to order
the rest of the Germans to surrender. This is why strong pockets of resistance con=-
tinued throughout the oity and the arsenul area and also why Fort du Homet and Poxt
Centrale did not surrender.

A captured Germen officer told me later that the German troops held back the
Americans while the German naval persomnel, under Hemneckes, systematically wrecked and
booby-trapped the port, while sowing additional minea in the harbor,

A great disadvantage to the Americans in entering and clearing Cherbourg was the
existance of the railroad and two canels which ran noxrth and south through the city from
the waterfront, The Germans destroyed the railroad yard. They demolished the canal gates,
then blocked the waterways with sunken ships and wrecked derricks which they booby-txapped.
It vas one helluva mess.

It was the railroad and the canals which divided the port and made it easy to defend,
but difficult to capture,

By 27 June our Army silenced most of the remaining German resisteance in the western
section of the port. Many Germans had retreated into the Faval Arsenal which was to be
under the contxrol of the U.S. Navy, The E-boat pemns, dry :iocks, etc, were in the arsemnal,
The eighty-eights under Fort du Roule had been silenced.

My idea at this time was to do everything poesiblé to-get the port open as soon as
possidle, LY

Bupoleon's statue in Cherbourg is located in a small square called Place Napoleon
wvhich faces the barbor., Napoleon has ons arm extended toward England which indiceted
his desire to invade England during the Napoleonic wars. The Germans had construoted an
eight foot anti-tank wall along the waterfront, It had a base about five feet wide and
a top about two feet wide. Within two or three days after capturing the city, the Army
engineers passed the word that the wall was to be dlown-up at noon. We took shelter,
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P It wvas ono helluva explosion. Chunka of concrete fell all over the place.

Within a matter of hours the waterfront was cleared. Hards were built for landing
craft and dukws to offload cargo. It aleo facilitated the removal of the mines in
the harbor,

If you passed Napoleon's momment on your right hand, a street extended west which
- led to the arsenal. German military and naval headquerters were located on your left as

you proceeded to the arsenal entrance,

- On 28 June, Task Unit 127.2,8 carried out the following operations and duties in the
. poxrts
]
1. Carried out a water survey of the harbor while the area was still subject to
- enemy resistance and sniper fire, locating numerous wrecks and obstructions,.
2. Intalled communications facilities consisting of a radio station, aignal statiom,
™ and harbor entrance control post.
3. Recomnoitered and took over duilding that eventually became headquartexrs for
- Commander, U.S. Navy Advanced Bases, Frence, the Port Commander, and the Port
. Director, and their staffs.
L+ Beconnoitersd and requiestioned garages, officers’ billets, barracks storage
™ apaces, and work shops to expedite the occupation and rehabilitation of the port
by U,S. Naval Parces, .
” 5. Provided transportation for naval persomnel in the form of jeeps and trucks ashore,
- and vaterside transportation in the form of "ducks", requisitioned from the Army.
6. Interrogated prisoners, located, and charted the mine fields in the harber, and
) determined the extent of the swept chammsel in the Grande Rode, which was found to
exist approximately 150 meters south of the digues.
- 7. Reconnoitered and detexmined the damage done to discharging facilities and whaxrfs
and piers for ships, also the amount of water along side these accowodations.
- Made an over-all estimate of the damage done to the port and ita waterside facili-
- ties referring specifically to the damage done to Gare Maritime and naval arsenal
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and the waterside faocilities in the viocinity of the nawval axrsenil,

8. Established a first-aid station.

9. Becomoitered and determined the feasibility of rehabilitating the oil installa~
tions in the port or the posaidbility of constructing new installations for Naval
activities at the port.

10, Establiahed temporary naval headquarters, performing all the duties necessary in
carrying out the Navy's responsibilities in oocoperation with the Army and main-
taining liaison with French Mavy, the mayor, and other persons in responsible
positions declared reliable by intelligence.

Lieut. Jease Stodghill (2223)7), USNR, was in charge of the personnel that made the
waterside suxrvey, Iic -+, LaVallee was in charge of the organization that surveyed the
town for billets. Lieut. Herman acted as duty officexr at the established headquarters,
at Place Bapoleon.

On 28 June, Lt. Frani Leuer and I led about fifteen men, armed with Thompson sub-
machine guns, grenades, and basookas into the arsenal. At the arsemal entrance we found
about twenty-five American infantry men disarming a group of German prisoners. Hers we
vere jJoined by an American paratrooper and an American private who informed us there was
gtill strong resistance pockets in the arsenal. Among the Germans being disarmed, we
found a German sailor who spoke some English. Be had been asaigned to the arsenal for
three years. We ordered him to be our guide and inform us o.f booby-traps, mine fields,
pill boxes, etc., He aseured us there were no bb'é:y-trapa, but olaimed mumernus mine
fields in the harbor and many Germans left deep in the arsenal who had not surrendered.
Over the rext two hours we killed several snipers, silenced machine ams, and cleaned out
about 200 Germans by using grenades and bazockas against the steel doors of the strong
points, which were located about ground level, vith sunken steps in a well leading to the
entrance. Many prisoners were taken near the power house and the E-boat pens which had
been blown-up by detonating piled-up torpedoes. The concrete ceilings of the E-boat pens
were about eight feet thick, reinforced with steel rods. The walls were about four feet

thick. When detomated, the walls fell out and the ceilings fell in. Several E-boats were
burning in their pens.
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It 1s believed Lt.Comdr. Curley was killed near the E-boat pens becouse Laver and
I heerd machine gun fire in the area as we neared Foxrt du Eomet.

The men soccompenying Leuer and I had been detached to mawch priasoners back to the
arsenal gate, We continued to assess the damage done to the wataxrfront., When we sur-
prised an armed German, we took cover as he did. In a moment he came out and surrendexed,
informing us there were a large number of Germans in a nearby bunker whom he thought would
surrender. We let him go to the bunker and the Germans surrendered. There was one German
in this group who could talk good English, He informed ue there were American paratrooper
prisoners in Fort du Homet, a short distance away, but he refused to go to the Fort,
claiming tho commanding officer was a madman who would shoot any man who surrendered. We
put the English speaking German in char e of the group, told them to keep their hands
behind their heads on the shortest way to the arsenal gute, warning them American forces
were in the area and would shoot them if the prisomer stance was not maintained. Lauer
and I then discussed the possibility of entexring the Foxrt undexr a flag of truce to see
if we could get the Germans to surrender. This would certainly be better than assaulting
the Port with American troops, which would delay opening the port. We then proceeded to-
wards the Fort via a foundry which had heen blowm-up and was burning, Working our way to
a position between the foundry and the Bort, we took cover behind a wrecked German truck.
Crouching underneatk the trmck, we waved a white piece of parachute on a stick., Lauer had
been wearing the parachute as & scarf, After about a half hour, a soldier came out of the
gouth entrance to the fort, loocked arcund, and refurmed to the fort., In abovt fifteen
minutes an officer appeared under a white flag., The arca between us and the fort had been
blown-up by the Germans in an effort to isaolate the fort from the main land, but the ex-
plosives had formed a deep trench which led from the north side of the fort almost to the
dry dock. When the German officer appeared, Lient. Lauer and I walked to the edge of thia

trench; the German indiceted that we were to go to the north area of the trench to cross it,
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Ve leamed later that mines had beem set in the txrench., Lieut. Laver and I crossed the
trench, were met by the officer who conducted us around the nexrth side of the fort. The
German officer conducted us into the fort direotly across the parade grounds to a flight

of steps on the north sido, These steps led up to a second story rampart; thence, through
an old battery shelter that had been converted into a room. The German comsander was in
this room with approximately six other German officers, Through Lisut. Lausr, with very
poor German, and a smattering of English that one of the Germans could speak, we informed
the German Colonel that we had come to take surrender of the fort and we wanted the Ameri-
can paratroopers turned over to us, The officer refused to surrender, saying that he had
instructions to surrender only on orders from his superior officer. He was informed that
the senior officer in Cherbourg wes ir. the hands of the U.S. Army. He refused to believe
this, He immediately held a conference with the officers present, at which time the English
speaking Goerman officer advised us that one of the paratroopers ocould talk German fluently,
and that the commanding officer was going to get this man to act as an interpretex. In
about 5 mimutes an oxrderly brought in two Army paratroopers, one was a private and the
other was a First ILieut. The Pirst Lieut. had been woumded through the left ghouldexr and
although he had been neatly bandaged, the left side of hia“uniform was still caked with
dlood. Using the Private as an interpreter, we again informed the German Commanding Officex
of the situation end demanded that he surrender. He stlll refused to believe the American
forces were in control of Cherbourg., We thereupon told hinm that we would take one of his
etaff officers into Cherbourg so that he could.sde for himself that the American forces

had captured the town. The Germans immediately held another conference, The Commanding
Officer then stated that he would surrender the fort if we would promise safe passage to
him and his men to the German line, This we refused to 4o, Iie thercupon inquired 1f we
had any other men with us, He was informed that we had £017 men in the vicinity of the fort.
Thereupon, the Gormans hsld another conference., Finally the Commanding Officor oaid that
he would surrender if we would separate German Officers from the rest of the prisoners.

We told them that was rezilar routine and that we would do it. The Commanding Officer

brought out the botile of cognac and poured a drink for each of his etaff, Lieut. Lauer
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and I refused to drink with them. The German Officer proposed some kind of toast, wkere
upon all officers drained their glasees and came to a "Heile Hitler" salute. Weo told the
Comnanding Officer we would take him with us and that men would take over the rest of the
prisonsers, The paratroopers were ordered releuged and Lieut., Lauer and I started out of
the fort with the German Colonel. We got outside the gate when we met a Lieut. Colonsl

of our Army and a half dogen men, We told the Lieut., Colonel what had transpired and
asked him if he would take over the German Colonel. We turned the Colonel over to him,
Lieut. Lauer and I then started for the vicinity of the dry dock and on the way down,

wo were greeted by the paratroopers, 53 of them, who had been prisoners since D-Day. They
had been dropped by mistake in Cherbourg. They told us that the Germans bad treated them
fine and that duaringz the bombardment of Cherbourg, that bhoy had taken them into tho fort
for protection. They also udvised us that the Germans nad seen the Navy Recnmmaissance
Party working their way through the arsenal and several times efforts were made to bring
machine guns to bear on us, The firit thing the paratroopers asked for was cigerettes.
The second thing they asked for was aouvenirs. We told them where we had disarmed the last
prisonsrs we had taken. The prisoners had left their pistols, binoculers and fieldequip-
ment in a large pile. The last we saw of the peratroopers they were an their way to ranm
sack the pile of equipment.,

Several days after release of these paratroopers, a Major of the 10lat Paratroopers
Division called at Navy Headquarters to thank Lisut, Lauver and I for obtaining release of
the prisoners. -

Aftexr turning over the prisoners to the Army, Lieut., Lauer and I ccmpleted our re-
connaissance and returned to Navy Headquarters which was on the eastern corner of Square
Napoleon. About this time, the rest of the Recomnaissance Party had completed their pre-
liminary eurvey and the results were plotted on 2 Cherbourg Harbor chert by Lieut., Hexman,

The following meesage was sent:
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FROM: CTU 127.2.8 CLASS ERCRET

TOs CTF 122, CTF 123, CTF 127.2.1 PREC OP

nwFo: CTP 129, CTP 127 D/® June 28'Lh
TEXT

ROUVELE PLACE HEAVILY MINED X BOTHI ERTRANCE GRANDE RADE MINED X

INTRANCE PETITE RADE BIOCKED X DIGUE HOMET AND NORTH SIDE QUAI

BOMET CRATERED X DRYDOCK CAISSON PARTLY BIOWN OTHERWISE DRYDOCK

INTACT X ENTRANCE CHANNEL AND ALL PASSAGES IN ARSENAL BLOCKED X
SOLCLINT *MPTY BUT SCUPTLED AND ONLY APPARENT OBSTRUCTIONS TO DARSE
ATLABTIQUE X TEN FEET OFF QUAI DE FRANCE AT LOW WATER SHOWED IEPTES

OF SIX PATHOMS NO OBSTRUCTIONS VISIBLE OR FOUND BUT EEPORTED MINED X
PRACTICALLY EVERY BUILDING IN ARSEMAL HAS BEEN WRECKED AND BURMED OUT X
NAVAL BEADQUARTERS AT PIA CE REPUBLIC X TEMPORAHY ARMY HEADQUARTERS FOOT
O GAHE MARITIME:

ENCODED AXD BELIVERED BY ROIC UTAR

On the morning of 29 June, Lieut. Jack Lambie, U.S. Navy Intelligence, reported in
at Navy Headquarters with some Dutch beys who claiwed they knew where the (erman mine

fields existed in the Harbor., ~t approximately 1100 on tbe morning of 29 June, Port Centrals

surrendered after a bombardment of approximately 1l hours. The following message was sonts

FROM CTU 127.2.3 CLASG SECRET
0 CIU 1.7 PREC URGENT
INFO D/T 291130
TEXT

ALl CHZRBOURG FORTS SURRENDERED AT ELEVEN FIFTEEN BAKER X
ORIGINATOR CTU 127.2.8

TOD 1219 June 29
RECD BY GIM 9

One of the officers from the fort was brought into Neval Headquarters and he indicated

the exact location of 211 mine fields in Cherbourg. All entrances to the haxrbor had been
completely mined dbut there wes a channel south of each dique, approximately 150 meters wide.
An immediate check by the saterside Reconnaissance Party Section confirmed this information.
The mine fields were thereupon drawn upon a chart and given to Lieut. Bannister and Lieut.
LaVallee. These officers took a emall French boat with a French oivilien crew, and using a
sail because a motor was oonsidered dangerous in the mine fields, they sailed out past the
outer break waters and delivered the plan of the mine fields to the British Mine Sweepers

that bed arrived in the vicinity. Message was sent as follows:
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FROM CTU 127.2.8 CLASS SECRET
T0 CTU 122, CTF 125 PHEC QP
INFO COMNAVEU, ANCXF, CT® 123, CTF 129 /T 292025

INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM CAPTURED OFFICER IN FORT CENTRALE INDICATES

GROURD ACCUSTIC AND MAGHETIC MINES LAID IN LARGE NUMBERS OUTSIDE

PORT NORTH OF DIGNE CENTRAL X IN GRARDE RADE X IN PETITE RADE AND

TRANSATLANTIC DOCK X ESTIMATE APPROXIMATELY SEVEN TO TEN DAYS TO

CLEAR MINES X FAVY HEADQUARTERS PLACE REPUBLIC X ARMY HEADQUARTERS

HOTEL ATLANTIC X ARMY PCRY HEEADQUARTERS PLACE REPUBLIC

FOTE: RECEIVED QJM ON THIS MBSSAGE

AND ORIGINATED MEW MESSAGE QM
IT 292025 - THERR WAS NOTHING
WRONG WITH CYPHERRING ON THIS

MESSAGE
T0D 2158 June 29

RECD BY GYM 9 _

Captain Norman Ives arrived in Cherbourg at approximately 1600 28 June and relieved
me as Senior Naval Officer present. I was deasignated as his Chief Staff Officer in which
position I served until 15 July 1944. In the meantime, we had obtained sufficient billets
and garage space to quarter Navy Persormel and wehiclos, and to commence the operation of
a Naval Headquarters. In the meantime, our harbor entrance comtrol group had located a
8ignal tower at the south entrance to the harbor, and had blinker communication with the
mine sweepers. Navy Headquartere radio commnications had.been set up in a large concrete
block house near the waterfromt, and communications had been established by radio with
Beach Utah and England, In the course of the next week, Admiral Wilkes and his staff
arrived and approximately 300 Seabees were brought in, in a.d.dition to Drew Units one and
m. .Y

I acted as Chief Staff Officer to Captain Ives until 15 July at which time Commodoxe
Baxrton, U.S. Coast Guard.f e%ge:::fgfeu as his assistant, I, therefore, acted as assistant
Port Director until 2 August 194L, Of all the duties performed by any officer during the
operation of Cherbourg, Commodore Barton had the most difficult tisk to perfoxm. Ee had
no facilities and liém persommel asaigned to him were inexperienced, to say the least,
Thers were a great many officers who could function as Administrative Officers but damm
few oould psrform any operatioms.
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About 1 August, Captain Ives departed with the Reconnaissance Party of approximately
75 officers and men to recomnoiter Granville and St.Malo. The majority of these men came
from Drew 2. Captain Ives had requested that either I accompany this party or Lieut.
LaVallee should go. However, Commodore Barton requested that I remain in Cherbourg.,
Lieut. LaValle had been assigned to Captain Coryall, the Officer in Command of seabees
to act as an interpreter and billeting officer. Neither of us, therefore, accompanied
Captain Ives,

Captain Ives departed Cherbourg approximately 1 August 1944. On 2 August 194,
Captain Ives' Recormaissance Party wes ambushed by a force of approximately 600 Germans
in the vicinity of Dol, Brittany, Captain Ives and approximately 16 men were killed or
wounded., On 2 August 194}, Admiral Wilkes gave me verbal orders to standby to carry out
reconnaissance work in Brittany. I was to take the Reconnaissance Party that entered
Cherbourg with me. This party being augmented by approximately 350 seabees under Lieut,
Commander Frorath. On L August, orders were issued and the Reconnaissance Party went into
bivouac outside of Cherbourg., Admiral Wilkes issued additional orders, that all Recon-
naissance Parties of the U.S. Ravy going into Brittany were to be under my jurisdiction,
and they were not to go west of my advanced position. The orders issued by Admiral Wilkes

are set forth as follows:

P16-4/00 (02-St) Y TWELFTH FLEET
Pile No. 30442 U.S. PORTS AND BASES, - FRANCE
C/O Tleet Post Office
Serials 278 New York, New York
i August 1944
HESTRICTED
From: Commander, U.S. Ports and Bases, France
Tos Commander, Q.R. WALSH, USCG, 30L};2
Vias Comnanding Officer, U.S. Naval Advance Base, Cherbourg.
Subjects O-R-D-E-R-S.
Enclosures (A) List of Personnel and Equipment.
1.. Upon receipt of these orders you will assume the duties of Officer in

Chaxrge of U.S. Naval Reconnaissance Party for Melvern. (Brest)
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- 2. You will assemble this party at Camp 1/2 mile aouth of Orteville at
1100 August lj, 1944 and carry out intensive training and indootrination in pre-
paration for movement to Malvern.

. 3. When directed by Commander U.S. Ports and Bases, France, you will proceed
with this party to Malvern snd carry out the following instructions: -
L (2) Conduct a preliminary survey of harbor and port installations in the area

allocated to the Navy and send report of this survey by Courier to Commander
U.S. Ports and Bases, Prance, within 2} hours after arrival at Malvern.
o (b) Conduct a detailed survey of harbor and port installations and facilities
in the Navy area comsidered of value for use by U.S., Navy.
gcg Establish guards over installations and facilities selected (paragraph b).
Prepare material and equipment lists for rehabilitation of installation and
facilities (paragraph b).
ieg Requisition captured enemy stores and equipment of Naval value and use.
Report to the Commanding General V11l Corp. U.S. Army and cooperate to the
) fullest extent in accomplishing your mission.
(g) Take necessary steps to prevent looting and unnecessary damage to propexty
and equipment.

- (k) Maintain contimuous radio commmications with Commander U.S. Ports and Bases,
France Headquartexrs, at Cherbourg after arrival and every six hours while
enroute,

(1) Keep Commander U.S. Ports and Bases fully informed conocerning developments
™ and results of survey with recommendations.

E;j; Employ couriers as necessary.
Exercise every precaution in executing your mission and follow accepted and
s proven principles of warfere,

L. TNPORMATION

™ (a) Commanding General Third Army has been requested to give clearance to your
narty to enter Malvern as soon as it has been declared safe,
(b) Permsonnel and equipment for your party is contained in enclomue (A).
) (Any additions must be promptly reported and record kept.)
(c) The Third Army is making a rapid advance and is expected to reach Malvern
at an early date.
o (d) Many pockets of enemy resistance will not be clared out until some time
after the capture of the town. -
(¢) Extensive demolitions are to be expected in the port and harbor as well as
all types of booby traps and delayed: action bombs, personnel and ground mines.
™ (£) Extensive barriers, booby traps of all types desoriptions and delayed aotion
bombs, persomnel and ground mines may be expected enroute to Malvern.
(g) Enemy agents are to be expected at Malvern to carry out additional demoli-
= tion after capture of the town.
(h) Prompt and early rehabilitation and operation of port and harbor installation
and facilities is of the highest priority.
(i) An agreement between the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy has sllocated the area
off Malvern on the wist side of the Penfeld River to U.B. Ravy use,
&Jg Commander U.S. Ports and Bases, France will maintain Headquarters in Cherbourg.
Communication with Commander U.S. Ports and Bases, France will be by courier or
g on 3800 KC using ARMY SCR 193 (75 Watts). Authority is granted to open up
on any frequency in an emergency which Commander U.S. Ports and Bases France
is guarding if unable to communicate on 3800 KC. 5690 KO can be used if
unable to receive on 3800 KC,

/8/ John Wilkes
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The Reconnaissance Party departed Cherbourg on 6 Angust 1944 and reported to the
Chief of Staff, 8th Corps, Third Army in the vicinity of Vergonoy, Brittany. During
this movemsnt to prevent ambush, I moved ahead of the main party with approximately 20
men, This party of 20 men was followed by another group of 30 men. The main party of
approximately 350 seabees brought up the rear. The 8th Corps was preparing to capture
Poxrt 8t.Malo and although they estimated three days to capture the town, it took approxi-
nately two weeks.

We entered Ft.St.Malo approximately two days before the capture, and on the day
of surrender made a brief reconnalssance of the port., Lieut. Commandexr Bishop later
entered Pt.St.Malo, as he was to act as FOIC and make a more thorough reconnaissance.

After the fall of St. Malo, the Reconnaissance Party moved to the coast in the
vicinity of Mont St.Michel. Contact was made daily with the Eighth Corp Headquarters
to determine the military situation. While in bivouac near Mont St.Michel the Army
requested that I accompany Colonel Beeler on recommaissance of the north ports of Brittany.
Six of my men and six Army men accompanied us. The ports of Roscoff, Morlaix and Carantec
were reconnoitered.

It wvas the desire of the Army at this time to open these ports as soon as possible
for the flow of supplies which was necessary to sustain the forces converging on Brest.

The following message was sent:

DISPATCH 15 August 194}
151600

SECREZ

FROM: OINC Reconnaissaence Party -~ Malvern

T0: Commander, U.S, Ports and Bases, France

Have reconnoitered Roscoff and Morlaix at request of and in company with Army. Army con-
sidering possible use of both ports because railroad not destroyed. At Roscoff Army plans
on using anchorasge for Liberty Ships East of Ile Righét, distance 1-1/2 miles, with possible
discharge of 1500 to 3000 tons per day into barges. At Morlaix Army considers using Bade
de Morlaix to moor ships. If present considerations approved by higher Army authority,

Navy will be requested to make hydrographic survey and supply mooring buoys. Prospects
brighter for earlier movement to westward. Making arrangements for future bivouvac in
vicinity of Morlaix.

Q. R. WALSH
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This Reconnaissance Party was the first allied force to enter the town of Roscoff.
We entered the town 2t approximately 1500, the Germans having withdrawn at noon at this
time. The Reconnaissance Party was moved from “t.Michel to Carentec. I had bivouaced
at Eighth Corp Headquarters which was located just outside the town of Landernmeau.
Lieut. R, Kitchell and about ten men were with me when the seige of Brest commenced.
Daily recommaissance was made of the Rade de Brest from the Crogon Peninsula, Admiral
Wilkes and Captain Holcomb ware advised daily of results because a force of 800 ren
(U.8.Navy) were ready to cocupy Brest as soon es it was captured. The fighting around
Brest was very severe; initial estimates expected fo find about 15,000 Germansy actually
it wvas determined a force of about 35,700 Germans were in Brest, about 12,000 of these
enemy being German parstroopers.

On 23 August 19Ll, reconnaissance indicated the Germins hed not blown the quays
and harbe> facilities; the Army commenced attach on 2% August.

On 26 August after heavy bombardment and serial attack only slight gains had been
made by the Second, Eighth and 29th Divieions. The following memorandum wes gent to
Captain Holcomb on 30 August 19443
MEMORANDUM TC CAPTAIN HOLCOMB: ~
1. At the present time I am with Eighth Corps in bivouac soutih of Lesnevan, The
Recomnaissance Party is in bivouac at Carantec., I plan to siay with Eighth Corps until
such time as the fall of Brest is eminent, then I will move io 29th Division Readquarters.
The 29th Division is scheduled to take the area on the West side eof the Penfeld River.
I have already contacted 29th Division and they have expressed their willingnees to co-
operate in every way possidble, At about the timé I move to 29th Division, I plan to
move the Reconnaissance Party from Carantec tl1 the vicinity of St.Renan, locoted north-
west of Brest. From St.Renan the party can proceed into Brest by a good road system and
it will put them on the west side of the town. When Brest falls, the Army will withdraw
to the north and northeast. It is for this reason I am bringing the Recormaissance Party
in from the northwest to avoid interference, as much as poseible, with the withdrawing
Army elements.

2, It looks like & long, hard fight for Brest. The Germans have a former paratroop
general in command and hs is apparently going to fight to the last ditch. To date the
resistence has been strong and stubborn. We are making progress, but it is slow and time
consuning, The Army cannot give me an estimate when we may get into the port. I per-
gonally don't think we will get in for another five days, at least. Even after Brest

falls, unless the Army clers tho peninsulas to the southeast and sout of Brest, it may
be impessible for us to carry out any organized recomnaissance.
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3+ I am sorry that I failed to see you when you were in Carantec, but I wvas informed that
you were ocoming to Eighth Corps and had arranged for you to meet the hends of the various
departments. I will outline below some of the subjects which I hed hoped to discuss with
yous

(2) Civil Affairs of the Aray has requested that all food and liquora found

in the buildings to be occupied by the Navy on the west side of *he Penfold River,
be turned over to the Axmy. I informed the Army thaet I would advise you of their
request but for the present I intended to imventoxy and seal all buildings con-
teining liquor and food, npon owr arrival in the Port., This is a decision that

I think should be made before our arrival in the Port.

(b) There is = Captain Luoas, Prench Navy, now attached to Fighth Division who
approached me several days ago and requested that I obtain gasoline for him to
traneport 4OC men to Brest. I enggested to him, at the time, that he leave any
personnel that he desired to bring into Brest behind until conditions were more
stable and that we would then arrange to have personnel brought into Brest after
Yyou and Captain Lucas had come to some agreement. The fipure hzs now gone us high
es 5,000 men that Captain Lucas desires to bring into the vort of Brest. The

Army has thrown the entire matter into the Navy's lap, Pending instructions from
you, I do not intend to nssist Captain Lucas in anyway in introducing persommel
into Brest, and in accordance with Captain Percifielda orders I have no authority
to deal with the Fronch Ravy., I do not intend to glve them billets or any official
atatus on the West side of the Penfeld River., I recommend.d to the Flag recently
that Captain Lucas be ordered to report to you. I .nderstand he has orders to that
effect. May I recommend most strongiy that he be ordered from Eighth Division to
report to you immediately. In this way I think many problems thet zxre going to
arise in the future, with the French Navy, can be averted immediately.

He approached me Sunday, August 27, and stated he would like a conference with
you to determine where U.S., Sailors and French Sailors are going to be bivouaced
in the port of Brest. Such assumptions and line of thinking by Captain Incas, to
ny way of thinking, indicates he is not familiar with the Navy's future plans for
this port. That is the reason I suggest he report to you iumediately, where you
can be kept advised of what his activities involve.

(c) I have been advised that we ars going to have about 80N men sent to the
vicinity of Rosooff. It seems that the Army is propared to turn over the western
section of the town to us., If they do, we will have to hi-ve more gentries than
available in thc Reconnesissarce Party. I would, therefcore, suggest that we get at
least 200 men out of the 800 men and have them standby at Roscoff for early entry
into the port of Brest, to be wnaed for sentry duty only. This will help us to con-
trol the situation when we take over,

(d) It hns taken mo = long time to run dowrr that agrzement between the Army and
the llavy, that divides the port of Yrest., I suggest if it is possible, that

you get a copy of this agreement and bdring it along Juest in case something tu:ms

up In the faturce and o~ misunderat:nding arises, It will prevent embarrassments on
both sidca. I underxctand Colonel Grower, idvance Section, now in bivonac at kemnes,
wag sunposed to pass the word of this agreement to Third Army ané to Corps. I

have advised G-2 of this mitter anl believae they are convinced enough of the
agreement to let us go on with our work when the port falls. However, as a matter
of precaution, I suggest bringing ulong the agreement in writing if it can be ob-
tained.
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(e) Te C.I1.C. had requested the names of officers who will be authorized to
snter any buildings in the pert of Brest. I have sulmitted a list of about
seven officers, including yourself; otherwise all the officers are attached to
the Recommaissance Party. I am sorxy I did not know the name of your Exscutive
Officer or I would have included his nsme also. These passes will allow the
officers to enter any dbuilding even before intelligence has a chance to inspect
them, but it will not allow documents, séeres or furniture to be removed.

(£) It is requested, if possidle, that some persomnel familiar with refrigerat-
ing squipment be included in the 800 men to be bivouaced at Roscoff. They will
cminmuthandwifwaacquireanyatorehonaesthatmfounddmd.

(g) The 30th Assault Unit is ready to move in on Brest. As you may know this is
a Royal Marine Commando outfit, it's duties axe purely intelligence. It has the
highest credentials obtainable from SRAEF., I mention the entry of this outfit
as o matter of information. I 2m sure you will be pestered with them emough after
the port falls concerning billets, gasoline, food, trucks and everything olse

imaginable,

L. I am encloeing a sheet indicating the coordination of intelligence activities for
Brest, which I think will meet with your approval.

€. GCeneral Middleton, Commanding General Eighth Corps, is apparently taking steps

to avoid the confusion, looting and moving of seized materials thet has existed in

the capture of previous ports. I have maintained very close contact with G-2 and G-5,
and feel sure that we are going to be in a position to follow a procesdure that vill de
in acocordance with the Aruy's wishes,

6. Information to date indicates that the Gexmans are ocommencing to blow the in-
stalled demolitions in the port. There have been several air attacks by our forces
and comsiderable bombardment by artillery. I am not optimistic as to what the poxrt
may look like when we arrive. I expect it to be in ghambles,

7. Everything is fine here. I wish that we had more to keep our men occupied be-
cause I am a firm believer in the old sayings "He who becomes motionless, becomes

stagnant”,
Respectfully,

Q. R, WALSB
On 30 Lugust the following message was sent:
DISPATCH 301800 SECRE?

From 0inC Recormaissance Party - Malvern
To: Commander, U.S.Ports and Bases, France.

Situation as of 1800 30 August. Daoulas peninsula clsared of enemy resistence., 2nd and
29th Divisioms continue to advance slowly. Observed Rede de Brest and Rade Abri this
date from Plougastel. There appears to be three rows of bowms in Gouvlet de Dreat to
eastward of Mengam light. Single boom present just inside entrance to Rade Abri ex-
tending westward. Single boom also extends from Point Portzig parallel to south jetty
to entrance to Rade Abri. large tanker is sunk in 947975. Large hospital ship 1s

gunk parallel to quei de Laninon near irydock No.9. Building on mole de Ouest appears
%o de in ruins and are afire. Naval school partlally demolished and appears extensively
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damaged., Medium sized vesssl observed at 1430 passing from Rade de Brest into Redi
Abri and then into mouth of Penfeld River. Large floating drydock towed by tug from
Penfeld river into Rade Abwri at 1500 in vioinity of quai Laninon believed to be enomy
demolition charges. Large self propelled crane observed moving from submarine boat
pen to jetty Sud where loaded cargo then proceeded up Penfeld river. Vessel about
size of LST moved from sub pen to port de Commerce flying red cross flag., large net
tender anchored in 930935. Prom ship wovements in Rade 4bri it appears improbable
that mines are presont, Cranes still stending on Quai port de Commerce and on Quai
de I.a.nBi.:m. Observations will sontimue. Our artillery firing from Dnoulas peninsula
into st.

Q. R. VALSH
On 31 August the following message was sent:
DISPATCH 311800

in
1]
o
I
1]
]

Proms 0inC Recnmnaissance Party - Malvern
Tos Commander, U,S. Ports and Bases, France

Situation as of 1800 31 Augziwst. all quiet on all sectors shifting guns and troops

for attack tomorrow Friday., Observations this date indicate followving. Sunken tenker
formerly reported in 947975 now appears at 942975. A small vessel is ounk in eastern
section of Pesse Sud Plocking approximately ome third of entrance of Rade Abri. Float—
ing drydock still archored in 940977. Most of wreck visible in mouth of Penfeld river.
Large hospital ship remains in position previously reported, Four small vessels re-
sembling harbor tugs and lighters appear to be sunk alongside Quai de Flotilles. Digue
de Sud pierced by eight craters and eastern and reduced to rubble. Western and north-
ern sides of Basain Number five Bort de Commerce cratered. Five buildings or Point des
Blagueurs ruined by fire also foundry and 2ngineering bridge still standing. Getes

of drydocks eight and nine in place but appear damaged. Large vessel in dxrydock

number eight. Drydock pumping station destroyed. Quai de Laninon cretered in four
places, Digue Abri du Port de Laninon cratered in three places, ZEastern half of Nawval
school appears only slightly damaged. Two and maybe three holes in roof of submarine
shelter. Small boats and tugs continue to move in Rade Abri. Terrifio explosion ocourred
at 1600 this date followed by amallex explosiomns for forty-five minutes in vicinity of
submarine shelters,

Q. B, WALSH
K On 3 September the Germans commenced to destroy the harbor facilities.
By 4 September the majority of harbor facilities were destroyed and most of the
city was burning.
On 5 September the following message waa sent:
DISPATCH 051800 SECRET

— am e me e

From: 0inC Recommaissance Party - Malvern
To: Commander, U.S. Poxrts & Bases, France

vituation as of 1800 5 September. Nothing to report orn military situation. Ob-
servations of port this date indicate following, From ehipping consideration Port de
Commrerce definitely considered as ninety-five percent destroyed and practically all
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quai-aide building appear umusadble. Same condition exists from Point Blaguaurs to

Qual de Flotillas on west eide of Penfeld river. Jetée Sud and Jetee Ousst cratered

in numerous places. Hulls approximately two hundred feet long sunk in middle of

g;ide ::::1’. Quail de Subsistence has been oxatered, Our air force active over Brest
8 .

Qe R, WASSH
On 7 Septembexr the following message was sents
DISPATCE 071300 SBECREX

From: OinC Beocomnaissance Party ~ Malvern
Tos Comsandexr, U.85. Ports and Dases, France

Request control minefield men be ordexred to report to Rscommaissance Party - Malverm

at Righth Corps Headquarters immediately. Believe controlled minefield now captured
is for the Erest minefielda,

Q. R. WALSH
Use Highest priority.

On 7 Beptember flame flowing tanks arrived. The Reoommaissance Party discovered
the control tower of the mine fields at [rest. On 7 September flame flowing tanks
arrived. The Recomnaissance party was detached from the activities at Brest and
ordered to the vicinity of LeHavre to be attached to the Pirst Cansdian Army. The
following oxders were issusd and recesived:

AL-3 IREW JOUR . HRH/gd
Serial: 001101

BECRE?D 7 September 194}

1]

Yroms The Commanding Officer. ; .-
To: The Officer-in-Charge, Malvern Recormaissance Party.

.-v

Sub.: Movement Orxder.

1., Commander, U.S. Ports and Bases Franoe dispatch 071205B of September 19kl
is quoted for infoxrmation and compliances

"FROMs RADIO CHEHBOURG SECRET
ACTIC s RADIO CARENTEC OPER. PRIORITY

DIREC? OINC MALVERN RECONN PARTY PRONEP WITH PARTY CONUSBASFRANCE X
COMUSBASFRANCE SENDS ACTION CO DREW h“

2. You will proceed with your reconnaissance party in time to report to Commander,
U,S. Ports and Bases France at his Headquarters Cherbourg prior to dark 8 September 19L4.

/8/ Barold R. Holoomb
HAROLD R. ROLCOMB.
ccs COMUSBRASFRANCE



A3 U.S.NAVY RECONNAISSANCE PARTY #* MALVERY.
Sexrial: 001101 8 September 194l
Froms The Officer-in-Charge, Malvern Becomnaissance Party-Malvern.,

Tos Commanding Officer,

1. Departed Roscoff at 1030, 8 Sept. 194k, arrived Cherbourg at 1630, 8 Sept. 19Lk.

/8/ Q. R. WALSH

TWELFTH PLEET
Piles P16-4/00(02/01) U.8. PORTS AKD BASES, PRANCE
c/o Pleet Post 0ffice
8+ York, New York

RESTRICTED 8 Sept. 1944

Froms Commander, U.S. Porta and Bases, France
Tos Commander Q. R. WALSH, USCGC 30412

Subjects ORDERS
Reference:(a) COMUSBASFRANCE Serial 278 of L August 194i.

1. Upon receipt of these orders you will agsume the duties of Officer in
Charge, of U.S, Naval Recommaissance Party for Le Havre.

2. Personnel and equipment provided under reference (a) is assigned you
for this party. TYou will be guided in general by the directives contained in re-
ference (a) except there had been o area speoifically allocated to the U.S, Navy.

3. You will proceed with the reconnaissance party early morming of 9 Sept-
ember to the vicinity of LeHavre and upon the capitulation-of the city, and when de-
clared safe by the CG First Canadian Army, enter and carry out your reconnaissance
duties., Immediately upon arrival in the British Assault Area you will report your
presence to the Flag Officer British Assault Arvea (FOBAA) who will furnish you with
vhat-ever intelligence he may have. You will also report to the CC First Canadian
Ay who is conducting the attack on the ocity, vhose Headquarters are at Neufchatel.
You will contact the Royal Ravy Reconnaissance Party under the commend of Lieutenant
Commander FHEMANTLE, HN which is standing by to..ehter LeHavre immediately upon ite
capitulation., This party in ocompany with military representative are located at
Cerlangue, which is 12 miles east of LeHavre, map reference },/710270. Upon turning
over to you, Lieutenant Conmander PREMANTIE, RN with his party, will be withdrawn.
The British Port Party 1371 will join your party after the city is captured.

k. Xsep Commander, U.S. Ports and Bases currently informed concerning
the situation.,

/e/ JOEM WILKES

- e e . e m e, ® e e mm e “ m e eeem e .- wIdBe = = = = =
File P16-4/00/(02/01) U.S. NAVY RECONNAISSAECE PARTY - LE HAVRE
Serials 760 8 Sept. 194).
1. Received orders 1700, 8 September 194k
/s/ Q. R. Walsh
Q. R. VALSE



Reported to FOBAA 1330, 9 Sept, at_Cousellss

Departed Couselles 1630, 10 Seplember .~~~ — — T T T o - m-—cec—e-

Arrived La Cerlangus at 0930, 10 September 19l

Reported to Commanding General, lst British Corps at 1430, 10 September 194l

11 September, 1400 entered LeHavre

Temporary duty completed LeEavre; departed LeHavre for Cherbourg at 1330,
17 September 194L.

Arrived Cherbourg at 2130, 17 Septembexr 194}

The Recomnaissance Party shifted from Brest to Cerlangue, a small village to the
east of LaHavre, This movement of approximately 450 men and vehicles was completed
in approximately 48 hours, which was no small feat considering the terrific traffic
congestion that existed in the vicinity of Avranches and Rouen.

On 11 September 0900 the following message was sent:

DISPATCH 110900 SECRE?

Proms 0inC Recomnaissance Party - Munsater
Tos Commander, U.S. Ports and Bases, Franoce

Reported Flag Officer British Assault Area 1315 September 9. Reported to 49th Division
which is attacking LeHavre at 1,30 September 10. Have not reported to Commending Genmeral
Pirst Canadian Army reported at Neufohatal because that headquarters shifted and ex-
isting conditions do not allow time for traveling. Now in bivouac with Royal Havy
Recomnaissance Party at Cerlangue approximately twelve miles east of LeHavre. Lt.
Comdr, Fremantle Royal Navy still here will enter LeHavre with me if port falls today
11 Septamber. [9th Division Commander end Commanding Officérs of units that will oo-
cupy and operate LeHavre after capture urtil relieved by our forces are not familiar
vith recent changes. Request this information.d¥ Aisseminated immediately through
proper chain of command otherwime to avoid mimmderstandings carmot act independly.
Receiving fullest cooperation and assistance,

Q. R, WALSH

The attack on LeHavre commenced at 1600 10 September, with a terrific serial
bombardment. Ths RAP performed this bombardment. Approximately 5000 tons of explosives
were dropped on the city of LeHavre between 1600 and 1800.

Observations made from a distance of seven miles indicated the oity aflame and
sevarely da.m:.;gsd. The Infantry moved in the attack at approximately 1800 that same
dats. Good progress was made and LeHavre surrendered at approximately noon 12 September.
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Lieut. Raymond Kitohell was the first Naval Officer to enter this port with the
British Reconnaissance Party; he entered from the northeast at approximately 0930,
12 September. The U.S. Navy Reconnaissance Party under my command entered at approxi-

mately 1030 from the southeast. On 12 September the following message was gents

DISPATCH 122200 SECRET?T
Froms 0inC Reconnaissance Party - Munster

Tos Compander, U,S. Ports and Bases, Franoe.

Infos CTU 125.8

LeHavre formally surrendered 1205 today Tuesday twelfth., Superficial survey indicates
following, City area totally destroyed in area bounded on North by Boulevard Foch as
far Fast as Place Carnet and Bassin de la Barre on the South by Arriere Port and on

tFe West by Boulevard Clemenceau. Buildings in Bassin area can be considered destroyed.
Entrance to Avant Port blocked by at least three sunken vessels and one barge afloat,
Possibility exists of getting around obstructioms at high water. Extensive damage
observed on 2ll quais and bagsins detailed survey impossible due to enemy action,
Reoonnaigsance Party will enter morning of thirteenth, Detziled reports will follow.
Royal Navy Recomnaissance Party passing this dispatch to FUBAA.

Q. R. WALSH

We found the oity of LeHavre practically demolished. The French people wers very
bitter towards the occupying forces. A temporary Navy Headquarters was set up in a
building owned by the U,3. Lines at 103 Strasbovrg Blvd., which was one of the few
buildings not destroyed.

On 13 September the following message was sent:
INCOMING DISPATCH FOR INFOEMATION.
From: CTF 125 .
Tos CG Bpt CG ComZone
Info: 0inC Reconn Party - LeHavre -
U.S. NAVAL RECONN PARTY ENTERING LERAVRE ONE THREE SEPT. TEMPORARY HDQRTS IN AREA
NORTH ARRTERE PORT, REQUEST U,S. ARMY ENG CONTACT COMDR. WALSH USCG OINC AT EARL®
IEST AND I BE INFORMED NAME SENIOR U.3. ARMY GFFICER X
131215 Bec TOR

On 1l September the following message waa sent:
DISPATCH 112200 SECRET

Prom: 0inC Reconnaissance Party - Munster
To: Commarder, U.S. Ports ard Bases, France.

Mineswespers now in Leliavre. Avant Port swept for smag lizes results nagative.
Diving begine tomorrow fifteenth and sweeping continues. Chammel eight fathoms
deep eighty feet wide between blockships in entrance in Avant Port., Vessels entering
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should keep closs to Digue Nord then shape course to leave two boom mooring buoyas
close to port,

¢, B, WALSH
The following memo was sent to Captain Clark:
MEMORANDUM TO CAPTAIN CLARK3

1. Information is requested concerning the name, rank, and possidle timc of arriwal,
of the United States Navy Officer who will be Port Compandant of LsBavre. This in-
formation is requested because it is being asked by the Royel Navy in this vicinity
and also by the U,S. Army Engineers. Colonel Potter and Col. Webber visited ILeHavre
on 13 September. They are attached to Army Headquarters at Paris. They were after an
overall picture concerning the status of the port.

2. The courier has delivered the reports to the Flag. Ve have been severely hampered
in getting around LeHavre due to the amount of destruction caused by the five thousand
ton bombing on Sunday, 10 September, The heart of the town hes been practicelly wiped
out to the extent that you cannot tell where the streete begin and end. 2s was ex-
pected the harbor wes systemstically destroyed and I might add the Germans did an
excellent job again, I happened to be in the port on the day they blew the E-boat pens
and it was the largest explosion that I have ever seen., Debris went to a heighth of
over three hundred feet and was thrown over a radius of over five hundred yards. As
usual we ran into the initial situation of smnipers, spasmodic snemy resistence and land
mines on the waterfront. However, to date we have been fortunate and have suffered no
cagsualties,

3. If it is possidble I would like to be rolieved upon the arrival of the officer who
will have command of the port. This request is based upon physical reasons. As you
know this ochest condition of mine has caused some irritation of late and the coughing
spells are becoming more frequent. I would like to get a2 check zat a hospital at the
earliest date. Bverything is going fine. Will keep you adviged by memorenda and the
Flag advised by official correspondence. -

Respectfully,
Q. R. WALSH
On 15 September the following message was sent:
DISPATCH 152330 .V SECRE?T

Froms 0inC Recormnaissance Party - Munster
Tos Commander, U.S. Ports and Bases, France,

Chgxmal aix cablge wide swept for ground and moored mines from Point ifirm in position
L9~ 29 L2" N, 0~ O7' 24" W to Passe du Mord Omest results negetive. Passe Jdu Nord
Ouest swept to entrance to Avant Port for ground and moored mines results negative.
Avant Port for ground and moore mines results negative. Avant Port Arriere Port and
Bassin Maree swept for ground and moored mines results negative. Statis sweep of
entrance to Avant Port at high water tomorrow sixteenth, Ships not to exceed 2500
tons and speed of six knots may enter port. Restriction on tomnage and speed due to
possible existence of oyster mines which will take approximately one week to clear.
Chemnel through blocked entrance to Avant Port as follows course set for southern and
of Digue Nord until bow is abeam of Digue Nord then to starboard leaving two boom
mooring buoys close to port steadied on pill box located to east of breach in Digue

Sud. Channel eighty feet wide forty-eight feet deep at high water heaps.
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n 17 September Captain Arnold relieved me as Senior Naval Officer in LeHavre,
He had approximately 700 officers and men with him,
By this time the chest condition which had bothered me from July became more
aggravating, and it was necessary for me to be relieved because it was imposaible to
carry on my regular duties.
' T™e Reconnaissance party had been on duty both in training and operation from
approximately 17 April, The men were tired and weary, all personnel had lost a great

deal of weight, and upon my veturn from Cherbouré I requested that all my men be given
a rest. Immediately, I was hospitalized at Cherbourg and later flown to England, I
returned to the U.S. aboard the U.S. Wakefield and arrived Boston at approximately

7 October 194L.
Q. BR. WALSH

(Tn December 1943 I had viral pneumonia in both lungs and was in an Army Hospital near
Lundon for two weeks., I was discharged December 24th and advised to take it easy for

six months. Subsegquent events ruled otherwise. )



The Forts at Cherbourqg

-
We carried small inte!llience mapes printed in jreen ink on white paper which had oceen
™ run off on stenci's. These maps located most of the olockhouses and strong points along
the main road north via St. Mere Eg!ic, Montehourq, and Va'ognes. The Bocane area was
a most dente west of the heaches. Between Valognes and Cherbourg it dicappeared; driving
- through this area on cool sunny days reminded me of the terrain around Groton, Connecti-
cut, in the summer.
o bt was suroricing that many of the slockhouses were constructed only to meet resistance
from the north. They could not be used to the south.
- As vie approached Cherbourqg, the German's fortification necame more formidahie. Here
- were permanent strong points which had been recently augmented by tne Germans as they
retreated into the city,.
™ The most formidable of these was Fort du Roule. It was iocated on a hiil about 600
to 900 feet high; built to offer resistance by land or <ea. The Germans had Installed
~ heavy yuns at different levels Inside the hill, while outtinq stron: soints on the top.
- The area of aoproach from the south was protected by bunkers, varbed wire and anti-tank
ditches.
™ The concrete strong points on the ton were above ground level, surrounded by tank traps
with a steep stalrway on one side which allowed the fortification to oe entered from
m underneath; a submarine telescope tonped each one for'a complete clircie of ovservation,
- Machine quns bristled or al) four sides througl’ aperatures. If tne barre! wa< blown off
@ gun it could be witndrawn,.a steel pl!ate shoved over the acerature,and a new gun
- installed.
It is almost impossiole to oelleve that one company of infantry from the 73th Division
™ took the too of Fort du Roule after Infiltrating the outer defences to gain the summit,
| talked to one of the American officers right after the surrender. The Company
- Commander had just been killed by & stray bullet in the throat. This officer stated
-
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the Germans in one of the strong noints surrendered. As they filed out in the ooen,
they were snot down by comrades in the adjolning strong points.

As | ihave reiated eisewhere, we had tne top of the for: Jut the Germans held out under-
neath.

Fort du Homet is located on your starboard hand as you enter the oort. It Is at the
north end of the arsena!, fronting on the inner harbor, which was covered Dy its armament.
Most of its structure was of Napoleonic war vintage, cut off from the arsenal by tank
traps, narbed wire, etc.

Fort Centrale was located on the midule dique, built on bedrock. 1t was shelled for
hours but refused to surrender. Finaliy, dive bombers siienced it on June 29th.

Fort des Flamand and severai other small forts around Cheroourg finally jave up.

Enemy resistance in Cheriourg and on the Cotentin Peninsula, vetween Cnerosourg and
the beaches, ended about | July 1344, The whoie operation had been one he!iuva blood
bath.

About a week later | visited the grave of my erecutive officer, Lt. Comdr. Curley, in
the temporary American cemetery near St. Mere Eglise. His grave was adjacent to General
Roosevelt's, wno died of a neart attack about the time the oort was cantured. On the
day of my visit, our dead were laid out row on row in their white shrouds awaiting

ourial. War is a young man's game. They oay high stakes to participate.
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Cherbourg Staff Work

Captain Norman lves re)leved me a3 senior U.,S. Navy Officer in Cherbour:; on 28 June.
He became 8ase Commander. | assumed dutles as his Chlef of Staff, Adrmira: John Wilkes
arrived Cherbourg about i5 July with his staft. Capt. Charles Guimby reileved lves as
Bese Commender. lves then prepared to carry out the shoreside reconncissance of the
Brittany ports with the U.,S. Army. Commodore Georse Sullivan arrived with his salvage
outfit and Commodore Barton, USCG, arrived about the same time to be the Port Director;
General Plank, USAj in command of the Communication Zone, and Calone! Sibley,USA, repre-
senting the Armmy In interservice confaerences and caordination of port operation.

The harbor, arsenal area, waterfront, and diques were one helluva mess, in addition to
the mine flelds and booby traps.

At one of Wilkes' early staff meetings, | briefed the group on the condition of the
port from facts obtained by Task Unit 127.2.8, refarring to harbor charts and the model
of Cherbourg which | had brought with me. The next hi,h water was set as the target date
to assess operational achisvement. Pians were made to do as much 8s possibie In the time
allotted in clearing mines, removiny sunkan ships and obstruction, repairing diques and
wharfs, jetting a swept channel and establieching harbor control posts cacable of breaking
off ships in convoy from England to tile deaches in order ‘to divert them to Cherbourg.

It was flank speed with no damn nonsense to achieve maximum 3o.ls. Admiral Wilkes was
an officer intolerant of excuses. You stated your op!&iog,when assigned your responsi-
bilitles. When you accented the order, It was your plgeon to feed.

At one of the staff conferences, Commodore Sarton requested | be assianed as assistant
oort director ard that he be given several Drew Units, which were composec¢ of about 350
Seabees, trained to oocerate captured enemy ports. Wilkes lssued orders approving both
requests.

Henceforth, | worked under Barton. It wes demanding, We had to yet the port open.
Commodére Sullivan and Commodore Barton were rea!ly thz officers responsibiz to get It

achleved operationally. Coordination of plans and operation required exact timing.
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The days blended into nights and the nights into days. We lost track of dates and days
of the week. The rise and fall of the tide seemed to govern everything,

Barton and | started out about 5300 a.m. daily with coffee and a2 blta to eat in his
offlce. We revlewed the proposed plans for the day and checked what was supposed to have
been done previously. We checked these matters with Conmodore Sulllvan and his staff,
who In turn kept us informed of thelr olans and oneratlons., Barton and | rode around the
port for hours to confirm operations and make more plans., The British did most of the
mine sweepiny. Thelr results had to e nlotted almost by the hour.

The date of the first high water arrived followed almost immediateiy by Wilkes'
staff meeling to assess accomplishments. No one was satisfied. Wilkes was less inter-
ested in reusons than results. Sullivan did not get rid of all! the sunken ships he had
patched at low water and numped free of water so they could be towed out ard sunk,
Colonel Sibler did not get ships In that the Army was demanding. Barton and | came under
critlcism because it was deemed we had not done certaln thinas to enhance Sulllvan's
operation or satisf, the Army. Tempers were short. Inpatience refigned. Barton rointed
out to Wiikes that he had not recelved all the Drew Units he had previously requested from
Wilkes and that If Wilkes wanted a job done, he had to give 3arton the men to do It.

Wilkes immediately demanded of his Chief of Staff, Captain W. M, Percifiefd, the
whereabouts of the Drew Units which had been previously ordered to report to Commodore
Barton. It was determined that the »rders had been issué& but one of the Drew Comman-
ders did not favor the orders, sO was taklng'ﬁfg time in carrying them out. This
officer was returned to €nyiand via plane In forty-eight hours and Barton qot his men.

If ever a man deserved accolades, It was Commodore Barton. He never spsred 1imself,
The future success of the allles depended on Cherbourg. Barton was one of the key men to
get the oort operating. He did an excellent job without fanfare. He was a pleasant
man, very sensitive to the we!fare of his men, but demanding that his orders be carrled
out. When aroused when he thought he wss right, he became very formidable. For

Instance, during one of his tours he found the Army unicading bombs and shells over
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one of the diques by dragging them In a net from the ship's side to a nearby truck.
He ordered this routine stopped on the spot. The Army remonstrated that it was neces-
sary under the clircumstance to hasten discharge of cargo. Commodore Barton would brock
no opposition to this order, even though the discussion eventually involved Admirals
and Generals. Barton ran the port as his particular responsibilities demanded. There
was never a doubt about that.

It was an arduous tour of duty with Barton but he was a fine officer to work for.
This assignment was from iS5 July to | August; | assumed command of the Brittany re-

connalssance party on 3 Augqust 1944,



Little Known Facts about a Well Known War

Field Marshall Rommel -- Was | right or wronq?

On 2 August 1944, Capt. Norman lves was killed while carrying out the reconnaissance of
Brittany. Admiral Wilkes ordered me to carry out the assignment, eventual objective being
Brest. | was given back my original unit plus a back-up force of about 350 men. | traveled
in the van with about twenty men. The rest of the unit brought up the rear. On 6 August,
| departed Cherbourg for Brittany.

We had turned the corner at Avranches and were in the area of a small village near
Pontorson. The advance jeep, accompanied by a motorcycle courier, had been contacted by
an elderly French woman who wanted to see the Commanding Officer. She told me and Lt.
LaVallee that her daughter had just departed for the south of France after visiting her,
but had told her that Field Marshall Rommel had been killed in a car accident. She did not
know where her daughter was or how she was traveling. We tried to corroborate the informa-
tion, but were unsuccessful,

| decided not to inform Wilkes of this intelligence. It had come uncorroborated from
an old woman. The original source could not be located. Also, an unfounded rumor of
Rommel's death would have caused waves throughout the allied command. In addition, |
felt the Maquis or F.F.1. would have had the information and passed it to higher authority.

Lt. LaVallee agreed, as did our intelligence officers. 1t was reported later to 8th
Corps. 1 do not know what they did about the report.

(We know now that Rommel's car had been straffeg on 17 July and he had been badly
wounded.) "
Ives' Ambush:

It was a funny war. There were no front lines as might be expected in a battle area.
The only reliable information existed at the nearest Division or Corps headquarters.

Some farm areas and cities were devoid of any damage. From all appearances you would not

know there was a war in the area. Other cities, villages, and hamlets were completely
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destroyed if, generally, they were a road or railroad junction or if the Germans decided
to resist at that point. As examples, Montebourg, Brest and LeHavre were severely damaged;
Valognes and Rouen suffered little.

| believe the lack of battle lines is what caused lves to be ambushed, plus the fact
neither he nor his men had been trained for reconnaissance by Colonel Stribler of the
28th Division, 3rd Army. Stribler's training of Task Unit 127.2.8 in Scotland proved invalu-
able to me and my men in the combat areas.

lves had requested Wilkes to assign LaVallee and me to his Brittany reconnaissance party
but his request was refused. | had been recently assigned as assistant Port Director
under Commodore Barton, USCG, and LaVallee was billeting officer in Cherbourg.

Information received at Cherbourg indicated lves and his party received a report that
St.Malo had surrendered. This report was false, but lves and his party started for St.
Malo. They captured two Germans alongside the road. Instead of stragglers, they were
sentries. While interrogating the two prisoners, the surrounding area erupted in gunfire.
lves was killed instantly with several men. His command was pinned down. They fought for
about an hour. Then one of the motorcycle couriers dashed back to the American units.
Some light tanks came up to spray the area. They got out }he survivors. Many had been
killed and wounded. The unit was dispersed.

One of the unfortunate results of lves' ambush was that his command carried some top
secret documents indicating what ports were desired by the Americans for logistic bases.
St.Malo was one of them. These documents were't;ptured by the Germans. These top secret
papers were found on the Channel lIslands after the war ended.

General George Patton, 3rd Army, and General Middleton, 8th Corps, raised holy hell
because lves' reconnaissance party was in Brittany without their knowledge. As a result,
when Wilkes ordered me for the Brittany reconnaissance, | had emphatic orders to keep
General Patton and General Middleton advised daily of my location and operation even if

| had to send an officer each day to their headquarters to do it. After | entered Brittany,



-3
| reported in person to General Middleton to acquaint him with my duties and planned
operations, advising him | would work almost daily with the American division under

8th Corps as we approached Brest, carrying out the reconnaissance of the Brittany north
coast ports as we advanced. This was agreeable to him. He authorized the cancellation
of daily contacts with General Patton's headquarters.

Drapes for the Admiral's Office:

One of my early duties in Cherbourg was to establish a headquarters for Admiral Wilkes
and his staff. We had commandered all the buildings on the left of the street that led
west out of Place Napoleon. We gathered most of the furnishings from the former offices
of the German Army and Naval Commands, which had occupied these buildings. We put together
a nice headquarters except we had no drapes for the windows. This problem sort of taunted
me so | conferred with Lt.LaVallee. He said he would take care of it. Within two days
we had beautiful drapes in Wilkes' office. LaVallee had gone to the German senior officers
brothel in Cherbourg. He brought the madame to Wilkes' future office so she could measure
the windows. Then the madame and her girls made the drapes for the office which were formerl
in the brothel.

LaVallee and | were among the officers that greeted Wilkes and his staff when he arrived
about the middle of July., We escorted him to his office. He was agreeably surprised by
the furnishings. One of his staff remarked about the drapes. He was told the drapes had
been furnished by the ladies of Cherbourg. A captain on'hi§.staff remarked that he thought
the Admiral should commend these ladies for theirvassistance and patriotism. We never
said a word. )

(Years later, | met Admiral Wilkes on the Eastern Shore of Maryland while he was
visiting some relatives. | related this incident. He got quite a laugh out of it.)

Radio Phone -- Wilkes' Dedication:

Lt. LaVallee and his communication crew installed a radio phone in one of the rooms on
the top floor of Wilkes' headquarters in Cherbourg. LaVallee checked it out, notified

Wilkes' staff the phone was installed, and then he asked me if | wanted to use it. !
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called Captain A.C. Richmond, senior Coast Guard Officer, in London. We had a pleasant
chat for about five minutes.

As LaVallee and | were going down the stairs, we met Wilkes and some of his staff
coming up., Wilkes was going to make, supposedly, the first call on the phone to

Admiral Stark in London.

German Liquor --Who got it?

After Cherbourg was captured, ! received frequent reports from my men about numerous
Army trucks coming and going in the vicinity of a cave entrance at the foot of the hill on
which Fort du Roule was located. It was from this cave that General VonSchlieben and
Admiral Hennecke surrendered only themselves and their staffs. They refused to order the
remaining Germans in the city to surrender. This is what prolonged and made dangerous the
cleaning up of the German pockets of resistance. This is why Fort du Homet and Fort
Centrale continued to resist.

I soon learned that the Germans had a huge cache of liquor in the cave. U.S, Army
vehicles were taking it away by the truck load to split it up among Corps and Division
headquarters. We paid no attention to what was going on until Capt. lves relieved me
on 28 June as senior U.S. Naval Officer present and asked me what | had done with all the
liquor which the U.S. Army was telling the U.S. Navy and British that Walsh and his re-
connaissance unit had taken from the cave. |t was some time before these rumors were put
to rest. However, we got even with the Army. After the arsenal was initially cleared of
Germans, we refused to allow curious Army officers in there if they were only looking for
liquor. In the meantime, we filled several panel trucks with liquor and turned it over to
lves so he could distribute it to the U.S. Navy commands as he saw fit.

Cheese and ''Dog Biscuits' for Admirals:

After lves relieved me as SOP, Cherbourg, | became his Chief of Staff. Sometime before
the arrival of Admiral Wilkes, lves asked me to prepare some kind of a lunch for a group
of senior officers that would be arriving in a matter of hours. We had no cook in my
unit. We drew field rations from the Army. However, | got some field rations to serve on

a small table with about four chairs, in a8 room in my headquarters on Place Napoleon.
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1t seemed only minut2s before Admiral Cunningham, RN, Admiral Stark, Admiral Kirk and
several more admirals arrived, It was qQuite a sight to see so much gold braid,bunched
around a small table with only a few chairs,as they opened their canned field rations
and ate their ''dog biscuits', followed by a small glass of wine. lves and | stood up,
as did some other admirals, during the meal.

Time and Lives were Expendable at Cherbourg:

The U.S. Army was clearing out a German amunition dump to the east of the port in the
area of Cape Barfleur. This dump blew up in July. About fifty men were killed. Upon
receipt of the information, we went on working as if nothing had happened. However, it did
alert us to take greater precautions in the off-loading of explosives in the port and
Barton issued stringent orders which had to be obeyed and enforced without question.

Jeeps for Inspection Party?

A few days after German resistance ceased in the port, | received orders to provide my
jeeps for an inspection party of senior officers. We removed the sand bags. The jeeps
were cleaned, inspected, and drivers assigned. The inspection party arrived and toured the
city and port. When the jeeps were returned, we found a German potatoe masher grenade
under one of the jeep's seats. How the hell it got there, we could not find out. The
only explanation we had was that visiting officers were always coming to Cherbourg from
England or the beaches and requesting transportation for short periods of time. During
their visits, they were always looking for souvenirs. 'Perbqps one of these officers used
a jeep for a few minutes just before the inspec;jon party arrived.

The disconcerting thing was that we had unc;nfirmed information later that Prime
Minister Churchill was in the inspection party which used the jeeps.

"Pluto''s

Pluto was the code name for the pipe line under the ocean. | had worked on part of this
plan while in England. The line was laid from England beginning in July. The terminal end
in Normandy came ashore at an installed pumping station near Cherbourg. The U.S. Army
had numerous trucks loaded with pipe in twenty foot sections. Two men on a truck lowered

the pipe into the arms of two men on the ground while the truck moved slowly ahead.
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Additional men followed to connect the pipe. The pipe lines extended for miles to
furnish gasoline to dumps containing hundreds of "jerry' cans.
The Dead German Officer:

There were plenty of dead on both sides at Cherbourg but one corpse left a deep
impression on us.

On a final sweep of tbe Napoleonic fortification near Fort du Homet, we came across
the body of a handsome young German officer on a stretcher. He looked as if he was
asleep. His boots were highly polished. His field gray uniform was immaculate. He
wore an iron cross at his collar and another one on his left side. His hands were folded
on his chest; a Rosary entwined his finger. A small purple spot appeared at his left
breast.

We notified the grave registration unit of his location.

We wondered how a man who fought for Hitler's Germany could die with a rosary in his
hands.

Scratch One Locomotive:

When the first car ferry arrived alongside one of the outer diques, which had been
repaired to eserve as a wharf, it started to unload a railroad locomotive via the use of
its jumbo boom. As they raised the engine up in the air, 5;e of the vangs broke on the boom.
This caused the boom to break. The locomotive struck partly on the deck and fell in ihe
water. All the crew did was rig a new boom and go on wfih their work.

} do not know whether they tried later or not_to raise the sunken locomotive.

Geleral George Patton:

| was under the 8th Corps, U.S. 3rd Army, from 6 August to 9 September 1944 to carry
out the reconnaissance of Brittany. | contacted 8th Corps almost daily, but visited the
headquarters of the 2nd Division?gzg 8th Division. | never heard one word of criticism
or fault finding of any men serving in the 3rd Army. Morale was high. The spirit of
the men was excellent. Conversations with tank crews and anti-tank guns dug in along

the roads reflected nothing but praise for Patton. | recall one anti-tank crew stating
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General Patton got on them for not having their gun properly located. Patton levied

a $25.00 fine on anyone not wearing a helmet. Jeeps drivers were enlisted men. Officers
were not supposed to drive the jeeps; if found doing so, they had to explain the reason.
This order was to prevent jeep thefts and equipment which was rampant, If a jeep was
left unguarded for any length of time, you had to remove the steering wheel, the points,
or some other part of the engine or it would have ‘been stolen. We had a jeep stuck in

a river bed near Brest for several hours. It was left unattended when the tide came in;
When we returned, it had been cannabalized. | saw a soldier driving a jeep with a monkey
wrench because someone had taken the steering wheel.

General Patton ran a rough show but he took care of his men. When the area at
Mount St .Michel was taken, the U.S. Army put up signs that the historical monastery
was off limits to U.S. personnel. Patton ordered the signs removed. He stated if his
troops liberated the place, then his troops could visit it. LaVallee, Boucher and |
toured the abbey ; then haa scrambled eggs in the small restaurant, famous for their
menu, located in the narrow street on the right side of the hamlet.

I recall visiting the Army-Navy Club in Virginia around 1938-1939. There was a model
in a glass case in the lobby which represented a tank crewmgn's uniform proposed by
Patton. 1t had a helmet, shoulder pads, elbow pads, large gloves, knee pads and heavy
coveralls. Club visitors regarded it with a great deal of humor. Nobody made fun of
this uniform in Brittany. All tank crews wore it.

| was ordered from Brest to Cherbourg for a CBJ}erence with Admiral Wilkes.

Lt. Bannister and | left about 10:00a.m ,arriving Cherbourg late in the afternoon.
Military traffic was heavy and slow due to bombed out roads. We ate on arrival; then were
directed to Wilkes' headquarters outside of Cherbourg. Here we found a scene out of the
world of combat. We drove up to an old chateau which had a circular drive around a pond

which was occupied by white swans. It was late afternoon. The sun cast shadows which
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made the surroundings beautiful. The Admiral and his staff were in blue uniforms,
Bannister and | were heavily armed, covered with dust, and in combat dress. The con-
trast was extreme. Admiral Wilkes explained they had held up the evening meal pending
our arrival. | explained we had already eaten so | briefed the staff during their meal
on the situation at Brest, which indicated the port was being destroyed by the resistance
offered by the Germans. Wilkes then stated the overall situation had chqnged because of
General Patton's annihilation of the Germans at Avranche and Falaise. He then directed |
move my command from Brest to LeHavre. We left immediately for the return to Brest which
was a long cold ride interrupted by fog on roads jemmed with military traffic moving with
only cat lights on their jeeps. As | recall, we arrived Brest about four in the morning.
| immediately issued the orders for LeHavre. Bannister and | got a couple hours of

sleep; then were off for LeHavre via Rouen.

German Wooden Bullets:

The Germans used wooden bullets during the street fighting in Cherbourg. They were
painted red or green. A German prisoner explained to me they were used only in the rifles
of men engaged in close order firing, such as the street fighting, where German troops
wvere liable to fire in the direction of other German soldiers engaged in the same street
fighting. The prisoner explained they made an ugly wound ;f a person was struck within
their range capability.

The "Cricket Sigmals"”

We were trained to use cricket signals in the bocz2ge country of Nermandy.
The equipment was a toy cricket like the well known child's toy made of tin
about one or two inches long. When squeezed by hand, it made a snapping sound or

audidle click,

Tt was amazing how far the signal could be heard when there was no other sound

in the arez.



We uged it in darkness or limited visibility to determine if friend or foe
was present nearby.

If you heard clicks in response to your clicks, you knew friendly forces were
present and you could expose yourself and join up.

We did not use the signals often but we had to be cognizant of them because

of paratroopers in the area. This system of communication was invaluable to them,

Limpet Mines

The laying out of the anchorzges in Cherbonrg required consideraticn cf limpet!
mines, 1\ defense was :mongidered necessary ageinst this type of attack from one-half
hour after sunset to one-~half hour before sunrise, with a half jpound exulosive chavpre
teing thrown overboard every thirty minutes from patrol dbcats off the harbor entrance.

I 3¢ not recall b many wesls we Licmned to nss this deferse but 7 2o ragall i*
raguired two to three ting 5f explaefvas in holf pmmnd o eframes to B o-fared win VG,
Navy rontine smoply channele,

T A0 recall mi*ie vwividly the ::v)y:~ when the supply crder was submitted, JAdmiral
Flanigen haé to cail a stiff confarence to obtain a hipgh pFiloxity for thz explosives to ke
shipped at such a late date, which was January 194}, Flanigan backed up the request ond
we got the expglosives,

(The main reason for the late request was ﬂx'illness in December 1213, when T had <
series of bad colds which culminated in viral éneumonia in both Imngs and a2 two weexs
stay in a U.S. Army hospital in London. )

As 2 matter of informaiion for the uninformed, a limpet mine is ar explosive charge
narried by a swimmer who attaches it to the unierwater par* of a ship's hill.

The Ttalians were mcst successful in damaging Royal Navy ships in Zgypriian ports

with this type uof attack.



Steel Plates for Tanks:

Over the years the French farmers had marked off their farm acreage by what
were known es hedgerows. The hedgerow was a growth obstruction made up of bushes,
trees, and brambles from two to twenty feet high, growing out of a dirt embankment.
Large ditches and wagon trails followed the hedgerows on both sides of the embank-
ment. Most of the time your vision was completely obstructed by the dirt wall
and/or its heavy vegetation. The hedgetow was ideal for defense but one helluva
place for reconnaissance or offensive action. We killed our first Germans along a
hedgerow while we were cannabalizing some jeeps from the wrecked gliders south of
St.Mere Eglise. We were trying to find replacement batteries for some of our jeeps
which had washed out in croseing the beach. The Germans, three apparent stragglers,
came down one side of the hedgerow while we stood motionless in a ditch on the op-
posite side near a wrecked jeep. We blasted them from about ten feet. They never
knew what hit them.

Tanks had a great deal of trouble in getting through the hedgerows. After they
traversed the ditch or sunken lane, they would come up on the embankment at an angle
which exposed the bottom of the tank to enemy fire. The bottom of a tank was a
very vulnersble target. * .

After I reported to General Collins at St.Meere Eglise, his staff requested
if we found any steel plates 7th Corps was to be ﬂot{{ied.

After we captured the Naval Arsenal ai Cherbourg, we found at least fifty steel
plates which the Germans had stacked ver‘t'i.:cally in a wooden frame. They were of
various thickness and anywhere from 2 ft. square up to 10' x 20' and some even
larger. A motorcycle courier was dispatched to 7th Corp Headquarters and trucks
requested to get the steel. In the meantime, the free French had started to work
back into the Naval Arsenal with Allied Military Government approval, which had
directed that the French be given one building in the Arsenal area so they could

asgist in opening the port.
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We soon learned the French started to covertly remove some of the steel plates.
I ordered them to stop. They persisted. Armed sentiries were assigned to guard the
steel with instructions to shoot unauthorised persons that attempted to take any of
the plates. After approximately five days, several large flat-bed U.S, Army trucks

arrived. The plates were taken out of Cherbourg. Where they went, I do not know.

«*



The A at Villa Maurl

Villa Maurice was the German communication and code center for the Normandy area.

It was an Isolated wood structure om a3 hill to the south and to the west of Cherbourg.
The objective of the 250 Royal Marine Commandos attached to my cowmaaa was to capture

the German codes and ciphers In Villa Maurice. They were to attain thelr objective by
landing over Beach Utah under my command and then transferring to the U.S. Army Divisions
under 7th coros. They were to advance with these divisions to within two to three miles
of Villa Maurice. Then they were to jump off to assault, caoture, and hold their ob-
jectives until ''rescued" by 7th Corps troops. In the meantime, they were to orevent

the Germans from destroying their codes and ciphers.

General Collins then asked me If the Commandos could perform this mission, why couldn't
his troops? | explained that | had nothing to do with the Commando mission out merely
accepted the orders | received to attach them to my command. Collins then ordered that
the Commandos remain under my command until | reported to his headquarters after landing
in Normandy. He then directed that the Commandos not assault VI!la Maurice without his
specific approval. | then informed Lt. Colone! Wiiley, In command of the Commandos, of
General Collins' orders.

Subsequently, Willey reported to 7th Corps headquarters .in Normandy. Burdened with
my own objectives, | pald no further attentlion to this mission; but | did order two of

mission
my intelligence officers to accompany the Commando/ which was carried out with 7th Coros

approval .
.‘\3
Later | learned the mission was unsuccessful. The Germans had been aierted. They
destroyed thelr communicatlion equipment and burned all codes and cipners, wnile being

assaulted. One of my officers with the Commandos was shot in the cheek. The builet

passed through the flesh put did not penetrate the buca! cavity. He was sure lucky:



The Franch Dismayed Us

We were amazed and Irritated at the large number of young French males in Normandy
and Brittany who pursued their daily lives as if there wc= no war. Many Hormendy farmers
were insolent and hostile. They created the Impression that we were interfering with
their 1lves for our benefit and not their's. They were 3 demanding bovine breed, Some
of this attitude could be explained by the fsct that they had mede triends with many of
the German troops in the area, some of which had beer actually villeted on their farms
and thelr daughters consorted with them. Then, the Americans came along @nd kiiled
many of the Germans on the farms of their French frierds. Another irritating factor
was the large number of cattle killed. There were litarally thousands of them dead on
the roads and in the ftields.

Most of the men i~ my command were young, unmarried, and gresarious. They enjoved
oracticing thelr anglicized French with the natives. Aaother of their enjoyments was
riding German horses. |t was astounding to us the number of horses the Germans had in
thelr Army. Unfortunately my men never 3ot acquainted with the French vesple and could
not keep the horses with them, We were aiways on the move.

! could read, speak, and understand a llttle of the !snguage, esnecially if it was
spoken slowly, nHut | relied on Lt. Seorje LaValiee in deasing with the natives. This
man had heen born in France but come to the United States at aa early age. An un-
married Harverd graduate, he was affiliated with buciness in France before the war.

He knew France and he knew French peopie. As a gererui statement, he was criticay of
~

them and held them in contempt decause of thelr zitiiude they expressed towards us.
He was invaluable to me. It seemed o me LaVsllee couid look at o Frenchman and tell
you what he was thinking.

Frankly, | had little natieace with them. My attituce was well tortitied.

One day we were hivouaced near St. Mere Egiise. | returned to find tnree F renchmen
waving their orms while they heid about twelve German horses. LaVallee exnlained that

they came to report that American varctroopers nad killzd some of their sheep for food.

They wented 10 know who was yolng to pay for the sheeo. | directed they be sent to the
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nearest Allied Military Government Command with their complaint. This satisfied them.
They orepared to leave with the horses. However, | told them to stop and leave the
horses, which were branded on the neck or flank with German markinas, explaining that
the animals were now captured U.S. Army property as was all German property in the
iberated areas. My orders to leave the horses disconcerted them. They conferred
among themselves, then stated they would forget about th; sheep if | would forget
about the horses.

The French were most irritating to me at Cherbourg. We never saw any of them during
the fighting. After it was over, they appeared by the hundreds with their FF] Bands on
their arms,

| have related previously about the steel plates in Cherbourg and the action we had
to take to stop the French from stealing the material.

A French farmer sppeared with a shoe box full of German currency which he recelved
as pay for farm nroducts delivered by him. He wanted us to redeem it in U.,S. currency.
The local theatre manager wanted me to open the same theatre that the Germans had used
and at the hian rent they pald him. He tried to remonstrate with me when | pointed out
we would never pay such & rent, informing him | was awarg of the fact that the French
people paid the cost of the occupying German troops and this Is where he yot his high
rent. | got rid of both these people by sending them to ﬁ}lied Military Government

Units.

o

Undernesth one of the buildings we took f&r nava: headquarters was a German jarage
with about six cars In it. A Frenchman and his wife ran the garage, livina in an
adjacent room. When we took the building over, | tnld him and his wife to leave,
explaining the reason for expelling them. Two days later they were stil! there, re-
fusing to depart on the grounds that some French authorities had told them they could
stay in ordgr to operate the garage as a French enterprisae. | accused nim of veing
a collaborator and | pointed out the cars he had repaired for tne Germans. To ne

accused of collahorating with the Germans at this time was a very serious matter.
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The wife started to scream. The man started to yell. We had to get on with our
work. Both of them were ejected. Forty-eight hours later } got an order from a
senior U.S. Allied Military Government Officer to find the Frenchman garage space of
the same footage In some other part of Cherbourg.

Lt. Comdr. Bishop established the first Shore Patrol under my orders. Many sailors
and Merchant Marine personnel were finding their way into Cherbourg from the beaches
In their quest for souvenirs. German lugers were selling for sixty doliars. There were
thousands of German rifles, machine guns, hinoculars, etc. ail over the place even
though our Army had started to collect them after the fighting ceased. Bishop's job
was to arrest all Merchant Marine personne) and sailors from the beaches and put them
out of the city if they were only sight-seeing. He did a good job. He nad es;abllshod
2 headquarters. Several days passed wnen one of the former burgomasters of Cherbourg
appeared with his family about eleven o'clock at night and ordered Bishop out of his
headquarters, the official claiming it was his residence. Bishon reported to me.
told Blshop to disregard the Frenchman and to get rld of him and his family. We heard
no more about the matter.

We had all kinds of trouble with the French in the assenal area. Thev requested and
jot permission to occupy one of the buildings. Soon they took over adjoining bulldings
without permission; then started to fill these buildings with al! kinds of waterials

and equipment. | remonstrated with lves about allowing this until after the U.S.Navy
had decided the futurs function to be perfofégé in the arsenal area, which had been
previously allocated in England for the U.S.Navy to control. This matter hung fire
until Wilkes® arrival. The Frenchmen continued to irritote with their activities which
seemed to me to be encouraged b. Allled Military Government oersonnel .

As a result, when | got read; to leave Cherboury for Brest, | consulted with Admiral
Wilkes about the oosslble Franch interest in that port. He verbally ordered me in no

uncertain terms to try to keep the French out of the cit: and under no condition was

| to make any agreements with them concerning the future of Brest. It was a good thing
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| got such orders from W!lkes, As reiated eisewhere in this record, a Captain Lucas,
French navy offlcer, appeared In the area of Brest with hundreds of French sailors.
All thev did was ride around In trucks heavily armed, yelling, cheering, and blowing
bugles at every Frenchman they encountered.
LeHavre was practically destroyed. The Germans refused the Canadian sltimatum
to surrender, but wanted to let the French residents evacuate. The Canadisns refused,
claiming the welfare of the French was the responsibliiity of the Germans. LeHavre was
bomhed by the British on a beautiful Sunday. You could see for miles. The planes could
carry extra heavy bombloads because fuel was not required for the short run Ffrom England.
Heavv smoke hung over the city in the afternoon.
When we entered LeHavre, you could not tell where the streets were: the waterfront
and adjoining city area was a shambles. We bivouaced in a wrecked house on a hi'l to
the north of the ocort. One morning, about daylight, LaVallee and | were driving into
the port when we met an elderly Frenchman. LaVallee said, ""Goodmorning Granpere."
The old man came over to the Jeep. He sald, '"You ki1l my friends, you kill my family,
you ruin mv home, you ruin my city; then you say good morning to me.'" Then he spit
on the Jeeo and walked down the hil!, -
The old man had a rlqht.to be angry. The Americans got blamed for the bombin) which
hit most of the city because the nlanes avolded the heavy German anti-aircraft fire

from the north. Hundreds of French neonle were killed ih the air-raid snelters from

~

the bombs and flre.
WYhile visiting a division headquarters in Brittany, some infantrymen brougntr In

2 Parls taxi-cab that they had cantured with two German staff officers and a French

civilian. The cab and all its windows were painted black. The Germans were arrogant

but ernlalned they had come out of Paris to detemine the situation in Brittaay

which contained thousands of German troops cut into oockets by Patton's tanks. The

Bermans Jacked knowledye of the whole situation because they had no or.jaiized com-

munications. The Frenchman formerly operated business interest in the sort cities

of Brittany. He was so frightened he had to be heid up. He was literally paralyzed



-5-
with fear. He could not talk. He apparently exoected to be shot on the spot.

| presumed this i< what nanpened to him eventually when the FFi or Maquis finally

got him,

The Maquls was the communiet French underground in Brittany. Tney were well
armed and we!l disciniined., They were of yreat assistance to me. They ocatrolled
the roads with great efficiency, especiaily the crossroads.

If you wanted to know what was 30ing o5 in an area, 41 you had L0 do was contact
the local Catholic priests. They helped me when we had to queli disturbances in
some of the towns hecause the younq Frencnmen were cuttiny off the nair of tne French
Qirls who alleged!v consorted with the Germans. In manv of the small towns we were
the first Americans seen by the locat peopte and | was under orders from our Navy
and Army to <top any nroblems | encountered.

Cne evening LeVallee and | vislited & loca! priest. wWe were the iirst Americans
he had met. He toid us that when the war ended, France might have « civil war oe-
tween adherents of DeGaulle and the Communists; but ne nredicted that Debaulile would
eventually a<sume oower In France and head the government. | have often tnought of
these predictions., The oriest was right.

Several miles south of Cherbourg onr Army set up aevé;al batteries of heavy guns
in an orchard. They shelled the port for several - r+s. Nothing was left of the or-
chard but blackened, leafless trunks., The farmer's h;arby house lost most of the roof
tile from the concussion. The farmer asked r_ng..-who was going to pay him for his damaged
property. He was referred to the nearest Military Govermment Unit. As I recall, our
govermment paid for such damage. This policy infuriated men in my unit. I agreed
with them.

We passed through Rouen on a beantiful Saturday evening; using the temporary wooden
bridge the British had constructed over the Seine River in sight of the historic
cathedral., There were thousands of cheering Frenchmen lining the streets., Apparently
the LOC men in my command were the first Americens the people saw, My Jeep driver,
Boucher, asked me, "Why the hell were we doing all the fighting while the French stood

around and cheered?” As I recall, my answer was in terms that our mission had to be
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accomplished; orders were orders. However, I agreed with Bouchexr's obaservation,
but under the circumstances could not verbally state my own personal reaction. The

French were a constant source of irritation to me from the time I landed in Normandy.

v



GERMAN PRISONERS

The prisoners taken in the Cotentin Peninsula and Cherbourg were surly,

arrogant, glowering and threatening, They appeared only willing to cooperate and follow
orders under duress and because of the threatening attitude of their captors. Their
demeanor reflected an attitude that "you've got me today but I'll have you tomorrow."

Prisoners taken by the British were generally marched to the prison pens. U.S,
Prisoners were carried away in trucks, if transportation was availadble, in the interest
of moving them as soon as possidble.

I witnessed one incident in moving some of the thousands of prisoners taken at
Cherbourg. The military police were moving them out in trucks. One truck appeared to
be filled but there were about five prisoners still standing on the ground at the rear
of the truck. The prisoners in the truck indicated there was no more room. The mili-
tary police told the men on the ground to get in the truck. The prisoners in the rear
of the truck refused to make any more room. The M.P.'s then picked up the prisoners
on the ground and threw them up on the truck. They bounced off the men on the truck.

As the man hit the ground, the M.P.'s picked him up again and threw him back on the truck.
This went on until prisoners in the truck caught them and finally squeezed them into the
truck.

The demeanor of the prisoners taken at LeHavre was different. They appeared more
resigned to their fate., We had several inquiries concerning the German port of Hamburg.
Apparently they had heard about the allied bombing of the port with devastating destruc-

tior. We knew nothing about it at LeHavre but learned later that Hamburg was just about
totally destroyed.

-

No matter where the prisoners were, there were always several who could speak
some English --and they always had a cousin in Hoboken, N.J.

German prisoners were used to erect the tents at'éur_qvacuntion field hospitals
near St.Mere-Eglise. I observed it being done mostly under the direction of U.S. Army
nurses, who, by the way, had to use their helmets as wash basgina to bathe.

Prisoners were also used to remove their own dead on the southern edge of Cherbourg,
especially in the area at the foot of the hill upon which Fort DuRoole was located.
Casualties were heavy in this area. There were two prisoners to a body. If the dead man
died on his back, he was dragged off on his back, a prisoner pulling on each leg. If
found on his stomach, he was dragged off on his stomach, face down. I thought at least they

could have done was turn him over. I was surprised at this Cerman attitude towards their
dead comrades.



PERSONNEL ROSTER. OF USN TASK UNIT 127.2.8

On the lift for Normandy over Beach UTAH, I commanded a unit of 52 men. This is
all that was allowed by the U.S.Army and Admiral Moon. From Cherbourg to Brest, and
then onto LeHavre, I commanded a unit of about 350 men.

The Personnel Roster of this Task Unit is in Fhe files of the U.S.Coast Guard
Academy Museum, Mew London, Connecticut.

Many of the men, who, in the original unit, landed over UTAHE and entered
Cherbourg with the 79th Division, were not in the unit ordered into Brittany
by Admiral John Wilkes. They remained in Cherbourg to carry out their special duties
such as deep water diving, mine disposal, etc.

I reported to General Lawton Joseph Collins, U.S. 7th Corps, outside Southampton,
Fngland, prior to D-Day. I was ordered not to carry any written orders, not to keep

a war diary, and not to allow any photographic equipment to be carried by personnel

in my unit.



Area Traversed by USN Task Unit 127.2.8
May 194} to September 194

Departed Base 2, Firth of Clyde Scotland, May 194
(Base 2 algso known as "Princess Louise's Castle)

From Scotland to South_a__ngton. England

1.
2.
3.
L.
5.
6.
1.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Axroch
Dumbartons
Paisley
Carlisle

Preaton
VWigan \f" Routed by US. Army

Stoke Due to Heavy Military Traffic Moving South
Stafford {
Warwick |
Winchester S
Southampton __//

(Bivouaced outside Southampton to await cross channel orders for Normandy)
(Reported 7th Corp - General Lawton Collins)

Beach UTAH, Normandy to Cherbourg

1.
2.
3.

6.

St.Marie DuMont (Attached 7th Coxp)
St.Mere Eglise

Montebourg (Destroyed - burned out,no peopls - statue of Joan of Arc appeared as if
painted with red lead)

Valognes (Heavily damaged - two to four feet of water in main streets no people)
Laglacerié (Bivouaced in small single story field stone house. In this area.

Straffed by US planes. FPound egge in dog house)

Cherbourg (Entered by going over and around Fort DuRoule with 79th Division)

Cherbourg to Brest (Attache Third Army)
1. Bricquebec

2.
3.
L.

Labaye Du Puits
Lessay

Coutances



5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11,

12.

13.°

1L,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
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Granville (found dead US soldier in rubble with dead German on his back)
Avranches .
Mt St.Michel (Had scrambled eggs with Boucher and LaValle)

Pontorson

Dol

Dinan

St.Malo (Contacted US Army)

Erquy

Painpol

St. Brieuc

Guincamp

Morlaix

Roscoff (Citizens gave us lobster dinner with cake. Gave them "dog biscuits®)
Landerneau

Le Relecq

Daoulas (Bivouaced in area) :

Breast (Never entered city. Made reports to Cherbourg., Ordered from Brest to LeHavre)

Brest to LeHavre

1.
2.

12,
13.
1.

Morlaix

St. Brieuc

Dinan

Dol ”

Vire

Caen .

Houlcate ) -

Villers

Deauville

Honfleur

Rouen (Crossed Seine River, via wood bridge erected by British, in sight of cathredal.
Crowds of French people cheered us on a Saturday night.)

Tancarville (Attached Canadian Porces)

Harfleur

LeHavre

Ordered to loock at enroute ‘LeHavre



™ LeHavre_to Cherbourg
l | 1. Rouen
e 2. Caen
rw 3. Bayeux
U Isigny
|1 5. Carantan
6. Valognes

7. Cherbourg

3

3 3 3 3 3
1
{

3
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GENERAL ROOBEVELT

I became acquainted with Genersl Theodore BRoosevelt, Jr., when he was a colonel
in command of the 26th Infantry, lst Division., I was the navigator of the Joseph
Dickman, an attack transport with a crew of 700 and a troop carrying capacity of
approximately 2,200 men. The Dickman carried 26 landing craft for amphibious opera-
tions.

Colonel Roosevelt and the 26th boarded the Diciman at the Army Base, Brooklyn,
New York in Jume 1941, coming from Camp Devens, Massachusetts. We went from Brooklyn
to Onslow Bay, North Carolina for the first amphibious training of troops. There were
about ten other transports engaged in this exercise which lasted about six wveeks.

Being navigator, I stood the 4-8 watch. Colonel Roosevelt would come up to the
bridge almost daily about 4330 to 53100 a.m. to check the weather. The Dicikman would
be at ancher or drifting., Because of the insufficiency of the boat davits and other
boat handling gear, our boat crews had to commence moving the boats out of their chocks
and rests about 3330 to L1300 so all boats would be in the water and ready for the
embarkation of troops about 6330 a.m. We trained seven days per week.

The bridge force on the L to 8 watch generally had Pacon sandwiches and coffee.
Roosevelt would join in the coffee and sandwiches while we stood around and talked,
when operationl allowed. ]

I told Roosevelt I was a great admirer of his father, President Teddy Roosevelt,
and had read most of his father's books about Bis sojowrn in the west and on big game
hunting. I recall mentioning to the Colonel that I read and was most impressed in
high school with his father's famous speech called "The Stremuous Life."

Beedless to say, the Colonel and I bad many interesting conversations during the
time the 26th Infantry was aboaxrd.

The eight transports departed Onslo 3Bay for night maneuvers at sea, running
dark and in olose formation. Upannounced to the public, the transports decided to put

into Charleston, South Carolina at the end of the maneuvers at sea. As a result, the.
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town was engulfed by approximately 16,000 soldiers and 4,000 sailors. It was a mad
house. The Dickman crew was broken into three watches so we all got ashore. Several
officers and myself hired a taxi and paid him about fifty dollars to stay with us
from about 3 in the afterncon to 9:00 p.m. when we returned aboard.

Winthrop

/Rookefeller wvas in the 26th Infaniry as a sergeant. When we pulled into Charles-
ton, he passed the word that he had rented a whole floor in a hotel on the Battery and
anybody could go over there that wanted to and take all the showers they wanted —
vhich wvas quite a bleasing after being on daily water hours on the Dickman with a
bucket of water per day per man at 6300 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.

I did not witness it, but I was told the Colonel had all troops assembled aft
on the weather deck of the Dickman where he made a speech pointing out the long and
distinguished history of the Pirst Division and that he wanted them to conduct them-
selves like gentlemen during their visit ashore.

We sailed about 7100 a.m, the following day and vaturned to Onslo Bay for more
training.

The L4th of July 194l was observed as a holiday. GColonel Roosevelt approved a
picnic for his troops on the besch. YWe took them ashore in the boats about 8:00 a.m.
Plans were to pick them off the beach about 4:00 p.m. The day was clear and very hot.
A strong wind came up in the afternoon. A heavy surf dev'aloped which prevented us from
gotting all the troops off the beach in the Dickman's bc;ats. The troops had been ashore
all day eating and swimming, most of them cl'a'; only in shorts, They were sun burned
to the color of a cooked lobster. Those troops that could not get back to the ship
spent the night on the beach or what is now at Camp ILejeuns. Ve sent boats in the
next day at dawn to get them back., Some of them had to be brought aboard on stretchers
because of the =am burn. I saw one man so badly durned he had a blister that covered
most of his cheat and stomach. There were dogens of sick bay cases. |

Shortiy after the L4th of July incident we returmed the troops to the Army Base in
Brooklyn.
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I met Roosevelt again in June, in Normandy, in 194k after he became a Brigadier
- General and was Deputy Commander of the Lth Infantry Division. Their code name for the
Lth Division in the field was "Csotus."
™ The Lth Division headquarters was located south of Cherbourg, un the right of a
line made up of the 9th Division on the left, with the 79th Division in the center.

" The 90th Division Luckei-up the line in reserve.
- It wvas pouring rain and windy the day I drove into the Lth Divigion Headquartars
shortly after dawn. Roosevelt was seated in the map tent looking at the troop disposi-
o tion. He had on foul weather clothing with a woolen cap under his steel helmet. Roose-
velt was bald headed and, like most bald headed men, he wore a steel helmet with great
- discomfort.
I introduced myself aa C.0. of Task Unit 127.2.8 and asked him if he recalled me
- from our days on the Dickman. At first he did not recognize me because I was dressed in
= paratroop boots, wax impregnated Army field clothes, my helmet, ammmition belt, shoulder
straps, lmife, pistol, and carried a sub-Thompson. When I took off my helmet,he recog-
™ nized me immedistely. We talked of days on the Dickman., I could have had anything I
vanted from the Lth Divisionm.
- I then told him I was in cosmand of a specially trained Navy unit with orders to
- carry out a recomnaissance of Cherbourg as soon as it was .captmd in order to determine
the condition of the port, location of the mine fields ir; the harbor, establishment of
™ a Navy headquarters, etc. -
On being told I had to get into Cherbourg as soan as poasible, General Roosevelt
- advigsed me to att;ch myself to the 79th Division because he believed the Germans, after
- being driven out of the city, would withdraw their troope to the two prongs of land on
the NE and MW of the city, which would occupy the Lth and 9th with clean-up operations.
- As a result of his advice, my task unit entered Cherbourg by going over the top of

Fort DuBioule with elements of the 79th Division.
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After Cherbourg was captured, I was present in a window in my headquarters in the
oity when Roosevelt decorated members of the Lth Division who had won medals subsequent
to the landinge on the beach. The men getting the medals were drawn up in two ranks
in Place Napoleon almost in front of Napoleon's statue, My healdquarters was in the
building on the right cormer of Place MNapoleon as you faced Napoleon's statue., A
street ran along the waterfront between the water front buildings and a high anti-tank
wall the Germans had constructed between Napoleon'!s statue and the water’s edge.

About five days after Roogevelt aanded out the decorations, I met him in a building
in Cherbourg occupiad by troops of the Allied Military Government. We met on the stair
landing which, aa I recall, had a leaded glass ceiling. We stood and talked for about
a minute, He was carrying a heavy cane with a steel pike on the end and wore a shoulder
holster under his left armpit which contained a small pistol. He was leaving. I was
arriving in the building,

About twentywfour hours after our meeting, General Roosevelt died of a heart
attack in his trailer at Lth Division Headquarters.

Roosevelt was initially buried in the temporary U.S. Cemetary at St.Mere Eglise
only four graves away from where my executive officer, Jack Curley, was burried. Curley
was killed in action at Cherbourg while mopping up Germax;a in the arsenal area of the
port. To my knowledge, Boosevelt still lies in Normandy. idis widow is alleged to have
stated, "Lot the tree lie where it has fallen.” i

It must have been gratifying to Roosevelt io lead the well trained and well equipped
troops :shore at Beack Utah in Normandy on D-Day_ sfter all the trials and itribulation of
the Oslo Bay training in 1941, I do not know how he kept his cool demernor during those
exasperating Onslo Bay days when we were dropping boats thirty feet in the water because
of fanlty davits; at the end of about ons month we could only use the nested landing
craft on deck because the worm screw davits had frozen and could no longer be used for
the boats cradled under the davit heads. The Army personnsl were running around with
sav horses with a piece of wood about three feet long attached on one end at a 45 degree

angle with a sign attached that they were an anti-tank gun; other men carried signs that
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they were mortar crews because they had only two mortars aboard which had been
assembled and disassembled during drills so many times ' were no longer any threads
on the screws, nuts and bolte; the VWorld War I tank woe had aboard would not run half
the time and took hours %o lower and get back aboard --it never did get ashore; the
troops removed every door knob they could get to use as leads on fishing lines;
0-B-I-O was scribbled all over the ship's bulkheais —(Over the Hill in October)—
as a reminder that the federalization of the Netional Guard was to end in October 1941
after only one yeer's duration,

Our nation owes men like General Roosevelt z debt that can never be paid but I am
sure he took it philesophically as indicated o me one day on the Dickman wien he

Jokingly stated, "you imow the Oyster Bay Roosevelts are oat of season.”



WHATEVER HAPPENED TO “RANKIN CASE C?"
By Capt. Quentin R. Walsh, USCG (Ret)

What happened to Plan "Rankin Case C?" This thought provoking question has been
tantalizing my memory for years. Now that "Rankin" has been declassified, we may
discusse 1t,

In October 1943 I was attached to the Planning and Logistics Section on the
staff of Admiral Stark, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe, at U.S. Navy Headquarters,
Grosvenor Square, London, England.

Admira)l Patrick Flanigan, USN, was Chief of Staff. Captain Neils Dietrich
headed the Planning and Operations Section, which was composed of about fifty officers
and men, (Captain Dietrich later made FPlag. He was one of the finest officers I

ever met. It was a privilege to serve with him),
Captain Norman Ives, USN, was the staff man designated "Commander, Advanced
Bases," e.g., ports contemplated for capture and operation by the Allies after the

invasion, working first under Admiral Alan Kirk, Commander Western Task Force (Opera-
tion OVERLOAD, Phase Neptune); later under Admiral John Wilkes. He was responsible
for formulating plans for the clearance, occupation, and operation of the captured
French ports. I was Ives' Chief Staff Officer. -

It was engrossing work --seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. with one
afternoon off for compulsory physical exercise. The challenge made you pass up meals

and forget Sundays,
About the middle of November 1943, Ives and I were ordered to attend a conference

at Norfolk House, St, James Square, London; the headquarters of "COSSAC" and "SHAEP,"
"Bigot A" security clearance was required,

Preliminary plans were discussed concerning the contemplated operation of various
French ports after capture but emphasis during this meeting was on LeHavre. This
seemed unusual to me at the time because the U.S. Navy and U.S. Army were coordinating
detailed plans for Cherbourg, Brest, St. Malo, and even the possibility of building

a port at Quiberon Bay, However, I had studied LeHavre and was informed on the port



even _though the British considered it their responsibility.
A fow days after the Norfolk House Conference, Ivee and I were ordered to Ports-

mouth, England. We left London via train on a Sunday morning. A Royal Navy car met

us and took us to one of the forts outside Portsmouth which had been built during the
Napoleonic Wars., After a 7:00 a.m. breakfast the next morning, we were ushered down
about one hundred steps to an underground headquarters under the fort., I was told this
wes the command post for the Dieppe Raid.

For three and one-half days we conferred here from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., drawing
up a detailed plan known as "Rankin Case C." (The plan Rankin had other parts but
only Case C was formulated at Portsmouth.) It was a plan predicated upon surrender of
German forces in France to Americans and British and a landing in LeHavre without
resistance.

Attending the conferemce were Major General Clarence Heubner, USA, representing
the segments of the U.S. Army which were to land in LeHavre and race for Berlin; Rear
Admiral Sir Philip Vian, R.N., representing Royald Navy units responsible for cross
channel operations; a U.S. Army Air Corps Brigadier (whose name I‘'ve forgotten),
responsible for air cover for the operation; and Captain Ives, representing U.S. Navy
elements responsible for occupati»o‘n, clearance, and subéo;uent operation of the port.

Each except Ives had 2 to 6 staff officers attending him; Ives had me alone.
I remember the Army Air Corps contingent arrived a day_ late and immediately asked

for a briefing on the conference details they ha;d missed. General Heubner, Chairman
of the Conference and senior officer present, -a.howed a gread deal of impatience at
this, directed them in no uncertain terms to "read the record,” and summarily proceeded
with the conference.

We worked from Monday through Wednesday on the plan, then reviewed and critiqued
it on Thursday. It set forth in detail all that would be needed to make a massive and
rapid unopposed landing in LeHavre and thereafter operate the port to provide logistic

support to these forces.
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Upon completion of the planning, Ives and I were invited by the British Admiral
in Command at Portsmouth to be his luncheon guests at his headquarters aboard HMS
VICTORY, Admiral Nelson's flagship at Trafalgar. We were piped aboard, signed the
guest log, and had a pink gin followed by a delightful meal in Nelson's quarters.

The Admiral, his flag lieutenant, Ives and I were the only officers present.

After lunch we were invited to inspect the ship throughout. I felt honored by
the occasion and reflect back on it with a great deal of pride and pleasure.

The U.S. Navy aspect of "Rankin" was completed and approved shortly after our
return to London. Thereafter a curtain dropped. Very few officers saw the plan.
Only a handful kmew of its existence., Until its recent declassification, I have
never met anyone who ever heard of it.

Many of the officers at the Portsmouth Conference later commanded combat units in
Normandy. General Heubner commanded the First Division, U.S. Army, Vian commanded the
Eastern Royal Navy Task Force at beaches Gold, Juno, and Sword. I commanded United
States Navy Task Unit 127.2.8 assigned to carry out the shoreside reconnaissance of
captured ports in Normandy. Captain Ives commanded a task unit for the shoreside
reconnaissance of Brittany in July 1944. He was killed~in action near St. Malo after
his command was ambushed.

So whatever happened to "Rankin Case C?" The qu‘estion has plagued me for years.

I later learned of many things that might have affected it --things not known to the
Portsmouth planners in 1943,

For instance: The Schwarze Kapelle (the name used by the Nazi Party to describe
members of the German military service and Abwehr conspiring’ to overthrow Hitler)
included, among others, prominent German military leaders such as Rommel, Beck,
VonKluge and Canaris. We know now that United States intelligence agents in Switzer-
land were in contact with representatives of Schwarze Kapelle and that Roosevelt and
Churchill were advised accordingly.

Did@ supporters of the Morganthau Plan {which would have reduced Germany to an
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agrarian economy) combine with the Russians in blocking implementation of "Rankin?"

It is lmown now that Roosevelt initially favored the Morganthau Plan but later with-
drew hie -support when the British refused to approve it. But did these adherents

of the Morganthau Plan block "Rankin” and seek Germany's destruction via the policy of
unconditional surrender? Also, did Rusa'ia block "Rankin® in order to promote the
Kremlin's future interest in Germany?

We know what follc;wed upon the unconditional surrender policy. Germany fought
to the bitter end and was divided, with the Russians getting the lion's share. It
might have been different had we opted for the overthrow of Hitler via the Schwarze
Kapelle and "Rankin" Plan implementation. Germany may not have been divided; there
may never have been a Berlin Wall; the Soviet Union might have been restricted to the
area of East Prussia and Poland,

However, the course of events was different, The British and Americans did not
seek the overthrow of Hitler via the Schwarze Kapelle. We fought our way into the
Normandy bloodbath where we suffered 140,000 casualties with about 35,000 dead. From

Normandy to Germany the Americans had about 500,000 casualties with about 90,000

P

dead.
Whatever the reasons behind the ultimate choice it must be agrsed that the

Fates would have ridden different horses if "Rankin Case C" had been adopted.

.-q
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON
1 - The President of the United States takes pleasure in
4 presenting the NAVY CROSS to

COMMANDER QUENTIN R. WALSH
8 UNITED STATES COAST GUARD -

for service as set forth in the following
z CITATION:

o v | ““For extraordinary heroism as Commanding
3t Officer of a United States Naval Reconnaissance Party
assigned the mission of reconnoitering the Naval
Facilities and Arsenal at Cherbourg, France, June 26
and 27, 1944. A gallant and aggressive leader, Com-
mander Walsh courageously engaged in active street
fighting with the enemy as he ledhis party inthe skillful
-8 penetration of the eastern half of the city and, while
Y advancing through scattered pocksts of resistance and
o extremely hagardous areas which were still subjected
o to hostile fire, accepted the surrender of approximately
four hundred -enemy forces at the Naval Arsenal and
disarmed them. Subsequently receiving the uncandi-
tional surrender of three hundred and fifty other afficers
- — " and men, he released fifty-two United States Army
B Paratroopers who were prisoners in the fort. Com-
R mander Walsh’s brilliant initiative,inspiring leadership
i and successful accomplishment of a difficult mission
Sl reflect great credit uponhimself, his command and the
g United States Naval Service.’

ForthsP:eﬂidwi,

_Yﬁi \...tr) ‘}—F’ SRS '.frik

"Secreta.ry of the Navy
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