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CAPTAIN HENRY T. READ, FLEET ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER IN BOSTON,
PINS THE LEGION OF MERIT UPON CAPTAIN CHARLI 0UAS. U, 3
COAST GUARD, OF 1510 EAST OCEAN, LONG BEACH, CALIF. THE AWARD
WAS MADE FOR HIS "EXCEPTIONALLY LERITORIOUS CONDUCT.....AS COMM-
ANDER OF A GREENLAND PATROL TASK UNIT.®

CAPTAIN THOMAS WAS CITED FOR INFLICTING SEVERE DAMAGE ON ENEWY
INSTALLATIONS AND OUTPOSTS IN THE NORTHEAST GREENLAND AREA.
OPERATING NORTH OF THE ARCTIC CIRCLE AT A TIME UHEN ICE AND NEATH-
ER CONDITIONS WERE EXTREMELY BAD, HE MANEUVERED HIS SHIP THROUGH
HEAVY ICE, DENSE FOG, AND UNPREDICTABLE CURRENTS TO CLOSE AN
ISOLATED ISLAND ON WHICH THE ENEMY HMAD ESTAGLISHED A WEATHER STATION.
TAKING THE GARRISON COMFLETELY BY SURPRISE, HE LANDED A FORCE HICH
DESTROYED THE ENELY INSTALLATION, LATER HE RELOCATED AN ENEMY
ARMED TRAWLER WHOSE PRESENCE IN THE AREA WAS KNOWN. AFTER AN
EXTENSIVE CHASE THROUGH HEAVY PACK ICE, HE CLOSED THE ENEMY, OPENED
FIRE, AND FORCED THE ENEMY SHIP TO SURRENDER."
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ASHINGTON, D,C,




Public Information Division World War II

Greenland Patrol
° ° H -
U. S. Coast Guard Headquarters 22 January 1945

Washington, D. C,

OFFICTAL U. S. COAST GUARD PHOTOGRAPH

Captain Charles W, Thomas, USCG, is shown here at his desk on board
the Coast Guard icebreaker EASTWIND following the muster of the shipfs
company at ceremonies in which he received the LEGION OF MERIT for

outstanding action in defeating the Nazis in Greenland, He is wearing

the Medal,
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Public Information Division World War II
U. S. Coast Tuard Headquarters Greenland Patrol
Washington, D. C, 15 February 1945
OFFICIAL U. S. COAST GUARD PHOTOGRAPH

Captain Charles W, Thomas, USCG (left) is seen here with Commender
H. U, Scholkl,USCG, with golf clubs on ar icy Creenland fjord after the
mop-up of Nazis from Greenland, Captain Thomas had been relieved of his
command of the Coast mard icebreaker EASTWIND by Commsnder Schell ard

assigned to duty as Chief of Staff for the Commander, Greenland Patrol.
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PARTICTIPANTS IN YTHIS IS YOUR LIFE" PROGRAM
Smlling Relph Edvards, mster of cervemonies of the Notionsl
Broadeasting Company progrem, "TRIS IS YOUR LIFED » catches with a hand

microphone the commentis of Captain Clarles ', Thomae (center, seated), who

P

was the surprise guest of honer on the brosdeaat Naveh 29,
A review of the Captain’s life story brought together members

of his family, men who bhave served with him during his 26 years of Coast
Guard service, and otherscomnected with incidents in his carcer, He 1s Chief
of Staff of the U, S. Coast Guard Second Distriet, St, Louis, Mo,

| Seated with Captain Thomas are his wife (left) and his mother,
lize, Charles E. Thomas, Seattls, Wash, Participants standing are (left to
right): Admirel Richerd H. Crugzen, USN, Commender of the Pearl Harbor liavel
Beoe; Kra, G. A, Thoreson, sister of Captain Thomas; his father, Charles E,
Thomas, Seattle, Vash.; Captain H. C, Perkins, Chief of St;aff of the 12£h

Coast Guard District, San Franeisco, Cel; Malcolm Wright, who was chief
engineer on the tanker AMERICAN FISHER, which was saved from fire by the

Coast Guard cutter HFRVES in 1934 while she was under the comeepd of Captain

Thomas; Commonder Charles Tighe, executive officer of the Coast Cuard Air

Station, San Diego, Cal,; Commodore John Baylis, USCG (retired),-Clifton,
— ——

. d., and Chief Machinist ¥ate Cerl E. Jensen, of the Cosst Cuard ijcebresker

NORTHEIND, which Captein Thomas commanded during "Operation Highjump", the
most recent Byrd expedition te the Amtarctic and subject of tie Academy
fAward winning picture, "The Secret lapd.®
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(See attached story)
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PUALIC INFORMATION DIVISION, Vs S. COAST GUARD, JASHINGTCH 25, 1. I

OFFICIAL U. S. COAST {UARD PINTOGRAPH = HQ=CFI=09=23-58(3)
Washington, D, Co, Septembsr 23, 1950--

During a press confercnce held at U, 5. Comst Cuard Headquarters,
retired Coast Guerd Resr Admirel Charles W. Thomss (left) and
Dre Woltsr Sunder, Oerwan geologlst end glariclogiat, friends and
partners aow in scisnow, show reporters on a map the location of
North Iittle Koldewey Teland, Creenland, where the Admiral took
Doctor Sander priscmer during World Wes II.
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540, Norfolk, Va. Photo No, 56D 11145502

Gaptain C. W. Thomas, USCG, and Mrs.
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Public Information Division EASTWIND DEPARTURE
U, S. COAST GUARD CEREMON IESs«-ANTARCTIC
Haghington 25, D. Cs 10 November 1955 (5)

OFFICIAL U, So COAST GUARD PHOTOGRAFPH

Castle Islend, Boston, Mase.~=Captain Charles ¥. Thomes, USCH, Chief of
S¢aff for Uommendoy, Task Porce 43, delivers a speech at cersmonies for

the departure of the Coast Guard icebreaker KASTWIND for the Antarctic,

CREDIT U, S, COAST GUARD PHOTOGRAFE
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CLOSE-UP OF DISPLAY AT:
DOUBLEDAY BOOK SHOP
CANAL & ROYAL STREETS
NEW ORLEANS, LA.

(Photographed 28 Sept.,1951 by R. Niemeyer, JO1)
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Pyrlic Inform=tion Divisien . -men DEPARTURE

U: S, COAST GUARD CEREMON IESe=ANTARCTIC
"aghington 25, D, Gs 10 Yovember 1955 (6)

CFFICIAL U, S, COAST GUARD PHOTQEZRAPH

Gastle Island, Boston, Mass.—=Rsar Admimal Richard B. Byrd, USV (Ret),
eigns hie sutogreph for Captain Oscar C, Heohnke, USCE, Commanding Officer
of the Coast Guard icebreaker BASTWIND, Captain Cherlea W, Thomas, USCG,
Thief of Staff for Commander, Pask Force 43, U, S, Atlentic Fleet, stands
in the background watching, The scene takes place in Captain Hchnks's
cobin absard the icebraakaz'the dey of cersmonies for the departurs of

the EASTWIND for the Antarstic,

CREDIT - U, S. COAST GUARD PHOTOGRAPE
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